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The Importance of Embedding 21°* Century Skills within the

Curriculum

Frank Edwards

Pearson Education
Director Workforce Development

Abstract:

For so many learners enrolled in schools, colleges and universities throughout the Middle
East, the jobs that they will occupy in the future do not currently exist. The world of work 1s
changing at a pace not seen by previous generations, rapidly yielding new industries and new

professions, many of which we cannot even imagine or predict.

How then can we possibly give our learners the education needed to survive — and thrive —
in these workplaces of the future, as well as making these learners responsible global citizens?
This paper discusses this important question and examines ways in which all educators across all
levels of education need to place 21* Century skills at the centre of their students’ learning
experience. The paper draws on the researcher’s vast experience in the field of education and
training and years’ spent researching the most in-demand skills in the 21" Century workforce.
The paper provides a unique insight into how we can take the lead in this important field and

make sure learners in Saudi Arabia are ready to excel in their future careers.
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Motivating Students to Learn English in PYP in Saudi Universities:

aall . Challenges for the Teachers and Educational Administrators to
O , Prepare them for the Job Market
‘. » KVSWPRCTIM I N P S | Ly > y9me kot [ 5SUI

Abstract:

This paper analyzes the factors that play their part in lowering or raising the motivational
level of PYP students in Saudi universities and result into inefficient or efficient professionals in
the practical/professional field. The paper covers students’ intrinsic, extrinsic and a motivational
factors. The study starts with the quantitative tool of 28 items survey designed on AMS
(Academic Motivational Scale) and administered on Liker's 5-point scale ranging from strongly
agree to strongly disagree at 50 Level-2, 50 Level-1 male PYP students and 50 Level-2, 50
Level-1 female PYP students to measure their motivation and compare it across gender and
across academic levels. With the qualitative research tools of structured interviews, all the
categories of EFL teachers of various nationalities and PYP ELU administration have been
approached to reach the profound realities. The major findings are that PYP students can be
categorized into highly motivated English language learners, less motivated English language
learners and unmotivated English language learners. The study also reveals that the current
intrinsic and extrinsic motivational moves and strategies to raise the motivation and morale of
PYP students are ineffective and insufficient. The study recommends workable motivational
innovations, reforms and moves in the light of the feedback from the teachers and educational
administrators which, if applied and in letter and spirit, can improve the existing scenario in a
dramatic way by raising the motivational level of PYP students to the new heights and prepare

them well for the job market in the long run.



ﬁ Labor Market Communicative Language Skills Included in the

- = Preparatory Year English Language Courses at the Saudi Universities
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Abstract:

This study aims to identity the extent to which the communicative language skills of the
labor market are included in the English language courses in the preparatory year programs in
Saudi universities and whether the inclusion of those courses differ depending on the staff
member experience variable and the number of universities he taught in. The study sample
consisted of (30) English language instructors in the preparatory years. The study instrument is
an 8-question questionnaire. The results of the study revealed that the oral communication
skills, written communication skills, and reading skills came to be at a low degree. Results of
the study also showed that there are no statistically significant differences in the estimates of
study participants concerning including communicative language skills for the labor market in
English language courses due to the variables of experience and the number of universities the
instructors worked in. The study concludes with a number of recommendations for enhancing
the quality of English language teaching at the preparatory year programs to help students

acquire communicative language skills for labor market.



Evaluation of Communication Skills and Health Professions Education

Course in the Preparatory Year at Qassim University, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia
slos 3laul thgedal) 450 S s e oy dlo [y
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Abstract:

Qassim University identified gross gaps in students’ communication and studying skills that
are essential for medical and allied health professions programs. A 2-credit hour course on
Communication Skills and Health Professions Education was designed after needs assessment
through feedback of students and faculty. The Objective of the study was to evaluate the
strengths and shortcomings of the course through students’ formal feedback.

This study employed a mixed quantitative and qualitative method approach for data
collection. The quantitative evaluation of the course was done through a cross-sectional survey
using a self-administered anonymous 5-point Likert’s scale questionnaire, the Sample size for
the quantitative analysis was (n=233 students). The qualitative evaluation of the course was
done through three Focus Group Discussions (FGDs).

The response rate was 220 students = (94.4%). 63% of the students stated that the course
assisted them in improving their study skills. 77.2% of the students stated that the practical
sessions improved their communication and presentation skills. The qualitative analysis of the
FGDs revealed high appreciation of the innovative style of learning, communication, and time
management skills with an understanding that improvement in these areas requires constant
practice. Certain shortcomings of the course were expressed as a) some dissatisfaction regarding
the short duration of the course b) extensive reading material ¢) comprehension problem in
reading materials due to poor English language and d) general consensus on requirement of
more hands-on practical sessions for skills development. The feedback from the evaluation
study has been carefully examined and appropriate measures for improvement in the next
session course have been made. Experience from this study may benefit other universities in
the KSA and the region.



The Role of the First Year in Integrating High School Students into the

Academic Community: Qatar University Model
Dr. Maha Al-Hendawi

Director of Foundation Program and Core Curriculum Program Associate Professor of

Education, Qatar University

Abstract:

Transitioning from high school to university’s life is a critical stage in students’ future career
path (Wilcox et al., 2005). High school students are likely to enter a university, unequipped
with the necessary academic, social, and emotional skills to adjust to the university
environment with its demands, features, and values (Nelson et al., 2004). The transition
process can pose a challenge to student success and hinder universities from achieving its
mission of graduating competent graduates, equipped with the 21st century skaills .

R esearch studies have examined retention rates of first year (freshmen) students found, that
67% of students drop out during the first two years (Tinto, 2012), 29 % of freshmen leave
colleges during their first year (Terenzini & Reason, 2005). This is in addition to a high
number of students who do not declare their majors in the first year, as they are uncertain of
their interests and choices .

In light of these challenges, the role of the first year, regardless of the terms used
(preparatory year, foundation, Core Curriculum, or first year experience) is essential in
bridging the gap between high school and university’s life. It is also essential in achieving Qatar
University's mission of graduating competent graduates, who are well equipped with the
knowledge, skills, and competencies needed for their success in the 21st century world .

In this presentation, issues and challenges pertained to the transition of first year students to
the university community will be discussed. Initiatives and examples of good practices at QU
will be shared, including the offering of a First-Y ear Seminar course, First year experience

initiative, forced registration and others.
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Preparing Students for the Requirements of Higher Education

Mr. Paul Edmunds

Expert in international education

Abstract:

Our conference themes highlight a challenge that preparatory colleges all face, to a greater
or lesser degree. That 1s, they must meet a number of goals, each with a very difterent
purpose. Often we must address gaps in secondary education, very much a focus on
knowledge. Additionally, we must prepare students for the requirements of higher education,
which brings a focus on academic skills. Thirdly, we must also seek to develop the
interpersonal and workplace skills that are required in the world of employment beyond higher
education. Given a timetable and a curriculum, and the number of hours available in the day,
this can be difficult. What tools do Colleges have at their disposal to address, simultaneously,
these different themes, or goals¢

This paper will look at the development and use of Graduate Attributes as a framework
within which all aspects of College life can be located and connected. As a consequence, they
permit every member of staff within the College to make a contribution to the student’s
development, and allow Colleges to address a number of difterent themes simultaneously.

By considering the genesis of Graduate Attributes in Australia and their adoption and use in
the Middle East and the UK, this paper hopes to be able to establish lessons that can be learned
and applied in the Saudi context.



The Role of Preparatory —Year Programs In the Localization of
Knowledge And Arabization of University Education
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Abstract:

The objectives of prep-year programs overlap with KSA 2030 vision and Horizons Plan of
the Ministry of Education in a number of respects. The current position argues that prep-year
programs assist in the localization of knowledge and the Arabization of university education,
two pillars which maintain the integrity and identity of Saudi universities.

There is a fundamental misunderstanding concerning localization and Arabization within
and outside Arab university communities. The localization of knowledge and Arabization of
university education, however, activate academic and social changes aimed at in the prep-year
programs and deemed crucial for development and progress. This is attested in the
achievement of students and academics in colleges and departments, which have implemented
localization/Arabization programs such as the College of Agriculture and Food Sciences at
KFU, and the Department of Mathematics in the College of Science, Qassim University.
Actually, the prep-year programs in Saudi universities play a vital role in the process of
consolidating students’ knowledge base and study skills, and reinforcing students’ academic
English .

Contrary to the general fallacy that Arabization leads to educational under-achievement and
decrease in research activity, it is argued that the implementation of a well-studied Arabization
plan will promote students’ achievement, invigorate research and publication, and apply
rigorous instruction of English in the prep-year programs and after. The paper recommends
close cooperation with specialized departments and institutes to bring about the twin goal of

localization and Arabization.



The Role of Preparatory Programs in Improving the Output of
University Education and Achieving Saudi Arabia’s Vision for 2030
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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the role of the preparatory programs in the improvement of
university education output and achievement of Saudi Arabia’s Vision for 2030 by using at Al-
Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University as a model. Cumulative grade point average
(GPA) at graduation of students completing their bachelor degree program studies at Al-Imam
Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University were studied before and after implementation of the
preparatory programs to know the effectiveness of the application of the preparatory programs
in Saudi Arabian universities. Results of the study showed that there is a statistically significant
positive difterence between the cumulative rates (GPA) of the preparatory programs graduates

for the favor of male students.



The Role of The Curriculum of Self Development Skills Courses in
Supporting Ethical Citizenship Values among Students in the
preparatory Year at the University of Hail in Saudi Arabia

Aebis 3l tdedall 4900 ol dllie e [855W )

Abstract:

This study aimed at investigating the role of self-development skills courses in supporting
ethical citizenship values among Students in the preparatory year at the University of Hail in
Saudi Arabia. This study was a descriptive in nature and was conducted using the survey
methodology. Means, Standard deviations, t-test, and one way analysis of variances (ANOVA)
were utilized to answer the questions of the study. The sample consisted of 200 students in the
preparatory year at the University of Hail. A questionnaire was used to collect the data. The
results of the study indicated that the dimensions of ethical values, responsibility and
accountability were at a high degree, while the rights and the laws dimension proved to be
moderate. The study also showed that there was no significant difterence due to gender, age,
and courses variables on all the study dimensions. There was also no significant difference due
to the track variable on all dimensions except for the rights and the laws dimension for the

favor of the medicine track compared to the scientific and humanities tracks.
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Connecting Education, Jobs, and our Future

Dr. David Stewart
Associate Vice President for Global Strategies and International Aftairs at West Virginia

University

Abstract:

The education to employment journey is a challenge facing all universities in the 21st
century. With the rising costs of education together with the increasing demands of industry,
universities more than ever before have to demonstrate how they are developing curriculum to
meet the demands of industry and give students greater success on the job market. This
presentation will address the challenges involved in this education to employment journey by
looking at what are the problems, what interventions work, and how these interventions can

be scaled up.
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A Study of Growing Scope of ESP in PYP: Making PYP more

Dynamic for Meaningful Outputs in Saudi Universities
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Abstract:

This research study explores the factors which are forcing the universities in Saudi Arabia to
go on the track of giving more room to ESP (English for Specific Purposes) in Preparatory
Year Program (PYP) curriculum and analyses the newly emerging scenario in the light of the
teedback given by the practitioners in the teaching field. It is a refreshing realization to make
the students goal oriented in their academic life and provide them with the skills and expertise
according to their dire and immediate needs in their academic and professional lives. The
research reveals that General English (GE) is gradually giving way to ESP in Saudi universities
mainly to make the academic outputs more meaningful, productive and purposeful. This
project analyses the current state of aftairs in Saudi Universities, how quick they are in adapting
themselves according to the new scenario and what are the limitations in the way. This
research study starts with the qualitative research tool followed by the quantitative one. 40
teachers have been interviewed to find out how to make PYP more dynamic, useful and
productively output oriented with regard to ESP teaching. The target population for the
interview has been categorized into 10 native male teachers (NMT), 10 native female teachers
(NFT), 10 non-native male teachers (INNMT) and 10 non-native female teachers (NNFT).
The qualitative tool has been strengthened and validated by the quantitative tool of 10-items-
survey-tool on Likert-scale administered at the population of 100 EFL teachers in Saudi
universities. Analysis also highlights the areas of care and caution while going on the track of
transformation from GE to ESP. The main recommendation as a result of the research is to
strike such a balance that PYP in Saudi Universities could be made more meaningful with
productive output with ESP on one hand and on the other hand the traditional and time tested
English for General Purposes (EGP) teaching practices could be utilized in the best possible

way.
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Tensions between Reasons for Teaching English and Objectives of the

Preparatory Year Programme in a Saudi Medical University
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Abstract:

The study attempts to investigate the reasons for teaching English in comparison with the
objectives of the preparatory year programmed amongst Saudi students, enrolled in a
preparatory year at a Saudi medical university. Among other factors affecting the teaching and
learning process of English, the language teaching programme is an important one which
involves the overall teaching goals and outcomes expected from learners (McDonough et al.,
2013). For this purpose, responses of both students and instructors were analysed in addition to
the analysis of some ofticial documents and relevant studies. A parallel English programme was
offered which targeted low achiever students to boost their English level and develop their
study skills. Results revealed that reasons and objectives for teaching English were clearly
defined by the English programme and other educational agencies where the study was carried
out and achieved to some extent through teaching practices and materials as well as assessment
tools. However, some of the objectives of the preparatory year were not well identified and
did not go in alignment with reasons for teaching English. That necessitated a need to combine
teaching academic English with providing students with explicit teaching of study skills needed
throughout university studies and after graduation. The study concluded with some

recommendations and pedagogical implications suggesting areas for further study.
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