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Representations of National Identity in Saudi Television
Series and Their Role in Promoting Gultural Belonging:

A Field Study in Light of Cultural Cultivation Theory

Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the impact of Saudi drama on shaping audience perceptions
of national identity elements by analyzing the cultural representations embedded in
dramatic works —such as geographical landmarks, local language and dialects, national
symbols, and social values—as they appear visually and as interpreted by viewers.
The study was grounded in Cultivation Theory, which posits that repeated exposure
to media content gradually contributes to the construction of social reality, particularly
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when such content is saturated with symbolic narratives related to identity and
cultural belonging. A descriptive-analytical approach was employed, using an online
questionnaire distributed to a sample of 300 participants varying in gender, age group,
educational level, and preferred viewing medium. The results revealed that the most
recognized elements of national identity were Saudi landmarks, local language and
dialects, and national belonging, with a recognition rate exceeding 84 %, indicating the
drama’s effectiveness in reinforcing spatial and linguistic identity. Statistically significant
differences were found in the perception of identity elements across age groups.
Younger participants (aged 21-30) demonstrated higher recognition of contemporary
and everyday elements such as local dialects and urban landmarks, while older
participants showed greater awareness of national symbols and historical narratives.
This reflects generational differences in reception and interpretation, highlighting the
role of age and cognitive background in decoding symbolic messages. The study also
found a significant relationship between the type of viewing medium and patterns of
perception. Mobile phone usage was associated with heightened recognition of visual
and linguistic elements due to the fast-paced, individual nature of viewing, whereas
television and computer use correlated with stronger recognition of national symbols
and social values, underscoring the medium’s role in shaping identity and enhancing
cultural affiliation. Moreover, the findings revealed a strong presence of social values in
Saudi drama, notably tolerance, generosity, and national belonging, presented within
familiar life contexts that facilitate their gradual cultivation in audience consciousness.
In contrast, national occasions were underrepresented, suggesting the need to enhance
their narrative and visual presence in dramatic productions. The study concluded with a
set of important research and practical recommendations.

Keywords: National identity, Saudi drama, cultural affiliation, identity representations,
Cultivation Theory.
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Beyond Western Paradigms: Media System
Transformation in Post-Authoritarian Iraq

A Comparative Analysis of Ba’athist and Consociational Media
Landscapes Through Expert Perspectives

By: Dr. Haitham Hadi Numan("

Abstract

This study examines the similarities and differences in Irag’s media systems between the
two eras, from the Ba’ath era of 1968 to the consociational era of 2003 and after. It applies
Hallin and Mancini’s theory, which was designed to examine media systems in Eastern
European countries after the collapse of communism. Semi-structured interviews with
Iragi media experts discuss the transformations of the media based on an instrument
that was designed according to Hallin and Mancini’s theory, which identified questions
on the following themes: (1) political pluralism, (2) journalistic professionalism, (3) media
market structure, and (4) state intervention. Additionally, it introduces a fifth dimension:

(5) the role of non-state actors, including religious institutions and militias.

(1) Department of Social and Political Sciences, Philosophy and Anthropology - Faculty of Humanities,
Arts and Social Sciences - University of Exeter.email: H.Numnan@exeter.ac.uk.
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Introduction

This comparative study is significant because it is the first field survey to include
expert interviews, comparing media systems using Hallin and Mancini’s theories.
Thus, interviews provide the primary data, unlike earlier research that used archival
data. Second, this study is the first to apply media system comparison theory to a
non-European country, specifically Irag, a Middle Eastern country. This study aims
to examine the transformations in Irag from the transition in the media system
under the authoritarian Ba’ath Party regime to the post-2003 media system under
consociationalism. Therefore, the research employed a comparative approach to the
case of the shift in the Iragi media system from Ba’athist rule to consociationalism.
Hallin and Mancini’s theory of comparing media systems is the most central theory used
in the comparative transformations in Eastern Europe after the 1990 collapse of the
Soviet Union. The analytical comparison includes: (1) the degree of political pluralism,
(2) journalistic professionalism, (3) the media market, and (4) the state’s role (Marques,
2024). The research period consists of two phases: first, from 1968 to 2003, which
corresponds to the period of the former Ba’athist regime, and second, from 2003 to the
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present. Post-2003, consociational democracy applied in Irag “means government by
an elite cartel designed to turn a democracy with a fragmented political culture into a
stable democracy” (Lijphart, 1969, p. 216). Consociational democracies are designed
for societies with diverse groups marked by deep divisions; this type of government
aims to facilitate collaboration among these deeply divided groups by ensuring each
group’s representation and participation in the political system (O’Flynn, 2006). The
change in Irag’s political system in 2003, resulting from American occupation, brought
significant changes in the media landscape. Therefore, the hypothesis and research
question are as follows:

In 2003, Iragi media transitioned from an absolute to a communitarian dictatorship,
whereby nationalities and ethnic groups were valued.

The research question is: What are the continuing similarities and different features
between the Ba’ath and post-Ba’ath media systems?

Research Objectives

This study aims to:

First, analyze Irag’s 2003 experience and the profound transformations it produced in
both the political and media systems, as one of the most critical turning points in modern
Iraqgi history and identify the nature of the media system under the Ba‘ath regime before
2003, which was characterized by official ideology and strict censorship. Secondly,
examine the transformations of the media system after 2003, within the framework of
the consociational system dominated by Islamic forces, and the subsequent adoption
of media pluralism. Third, evaluate the dysfunctions and distortions that accompanied
the post-2003 pluralistic media experience, and their impact on media performance
and its role in society. Fourth, compare the Iragi experience with other cases, such as
the former Soviet Union and Eastern European countries, after the collapse of their
totalitarian regimes, to identify similarities and differences. Finally, understand the
implications of these media transformations for Irag’s political and social reality and
situate the Iragi case within the broader global context of media.

Literature Review

Hallin and Mancini (2004) wrote that four models reflect the governance of public
broadcasting. First, the government model controlled by the state or dominant political
party. Second, the professional model where media is separate from government or
political party pressures, and broadcasting professionals run the media. Third, the
representation model wherein control of the press and media is divided between the
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political parties. Fourth, the civic model, wherein public broadcasting is divided between
various social and political groups, such as political parties, trade unions, or religious
organizations (Labio-Bernal, 2024).

Hallin and Mancini (2004) note that there are differences between consensus-oriented
states and majoritarian democracy states. Consensus politics involves power sharing
whereas majoritarian politics grants control to the winning party. A multiparty system
characterizes consensus politics, whereas majoritarian politics typically involves two
parties. Consensus employs proportional representation, whereas majoritarian politics
utilizes plurality voting. Majoritarianism tends to associate the notion of the journalist as
a neutral of the public as a whole rather than as a spokesperson of a particular political
tendency or social group (Fuchs, 2024).

According to Hallin and Mancini (2004), clientelism is “a pattern of social organization
in which patrons control access to social resources and deliver clients in exchange
for deference and various forms of support” (p. 58). Social rules are less important
than political connections. In clientelism, the common good is often subordinate to the
interests of specific individuals or groups. In many cases, clientelism leads the media
to prioritize particular interests in order to win favor with elites; as a result, laws are
often less important than political networking, which inevitably leads to lower journalistic
professionalism. Hallin and Mancini’s theory was applied in many countries under
communism, including those within the Soviet Union. After the Soviet Union fell, there
was an explosion of previously illegal media, including culture, language, national pride,
and religion. Profit was the primary driving force behind this media transition, resulting in
the publication of human-interest stories and titillating, lucrative curiosities. Tabloids are
common in the Baltic states. Likewise, despite profit motivation, “culture can still be a
serious analytical dimension that can guide the theoretical exploration of media systems
in Central and Eastern Europe” (Bacytiene, 2012, p. 70). In some post-communist
countries, journalism’s role was to educate, motivate, and mobilize society. Required
skills were truthfulness, objectivity, and thoroughness within narrow ideological borders
(Balcytiene, 2012, p. 66).

Hallin and Mancini’s framework developed in Comparing Media Systems (2004), was
designed to analyze media systems in Western democracies, in this context, economic
factors play a central role in shaping the relationship between media institutions and
political systems. However, in Iraq, the situation is markedly different, as the fall of the
Ba‘athist regime in 2003 created a new political environment in which regime change,
rather than gradual economic or political development, defined the media landscape.
To better understand Irag’s case, it is helpful to look at applied studies where Hallin and
Mancini’s dimensions have been tested in transitional or non-Western contexts in the
Middle East and North Africa.
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For example, Wollenberg and Richter (2020) explicitly apply Hallin and Mancini’s
dimensions of political parallelism, ownership structures, and funding in their study
of post-conflict Libya. They demonstrate how political actors and militias establish or
exploit media ownership ties, resulting in a highly fragmented media system aligned with
competing factions. At the same time, some local radio stations attempted to maintain
neutrality.

Khalifa (2021) examines Egypt and Tunisia after the Arab Spring, finding that their media
systems do not fit into Hallin and Mancini’s three types. In contrast, she suggests a new
model, the Statist-Commercialized media model, which combines heavy state control
with a strong commercial/private sector presence, weak professional norms, and limited
pluralism.

Selvik (2021) explores the Lebanese media system, where political parallelism is
influenced with clientelism. Selvik study shows how journalists operate in a system where
partisan loyalties and professional standards coexist uneasily, further complicating the
applicability of Hallin and Mancini’s Western-oriented framework.

These examples demonstrate how, in Middle Eastern contexts shaped by conflict,
regime change, and weak institutionalization, the explanatory power of Hallin and
Mancini’'s framework needs adaptation. They provide comparative lens for analyzing
Irag’s post-2003 media system, which, like Libya, Egypt, Tunisia, and Lebanon, reflects
high political parallelism, partisan ownership, and limited journalistic autonomy, but
under conditions of sectarian fragmentation and externally influenced state-building.

Furthermore, Rugh (2004), in his book: Arab Mass Media: Newspapers, Radio, and
Television in Arab Politics examines media in print, radio, and television across Arab
countries, with a focus on the political role of these media showing how media systems
differ between countries, not just that they are “state-controlled” but that there are
different types of media-political relationships. However, Rugh’s contributions are
a typology of media systems in the Arab world. Rugh categorizes countries by the
degree of freedom, diversity, and government control in their media. In the book, he
distinguishes among four main types. First, Mobilization Press: Media in states with
little or no political opposition, characterized by strong control, are often used by the
state to mobilize support. Secondly, Loyalist Press: Media systems where private media
exist but are constrained; media generally loyal to the government; criticism is limited
and under tight bounds. Third: Countries where a wider variety of media voices are
present, more open political competition, and fewer strict restrictions. Fourth: Those in
between: moving toward more openness, where some reforms happen, new kinds of
media emerge, but there are also old restrictions still in place.

Following the US invasion in 2003, Irag underwent a radical transformation from a
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centralized dictatorship to a parliamentary political system (Salim, 2021). One of the early
decisions made by the Coalition Provisional Authority, under Paul Bremer, was to shut
down all existing media outlets and dismiss their staff. The Iragi Media Network (IMN) was
established to serve as a state-run broadcasting system. These developments placed
the media under the control of the transitional authorities, with several media figures
appointed to governmental positions (Salim, 2021). Despite the political change, media
freedom remained constrained. While the pre-2003 legal framework included harsh
penalties for criticism of the regime, the post-invasion period saw the issuance of Order
No. 14, which introduced new limitations on freedom of expression. The situation was
further complicated by the Defamation Articles under Law No. 11, which were frequently
invoked to suppress journalistic activity and critical reporting. During moments of political
unrest—most notably the 2019 protests, the government intensified restrictions, issuing
decrees that criminalized the perceived molestation of national symbols and curtailed
speech under the banner of preserving public order (Majed & Aljabiri, 2020). Iragi media
faces several challenges, especially partisanship, the Sunni vs. Shi’ite, and Arab vs.
Kurd conflicts. Salim (2021) argues, “this conflict hinders the media’s professionalism
and neutrality vis-a-vis democracy and the values of coexistence, diversity, and cultural
and religious pluralism.” Until significant steps are taken, Iraqi media will continue to be
ideologically controlled and based on propaganda (Alnasseri, 2008).

Theoretical Framework

This study draws on the seminal work of Hallin and Mancini (2004), who proposed a
comparative framework for analyzing media systems across political and cultural
contexts. Their model is structured around four key dimensions:

1. Media Market: the development and size of media institutions, particularly the
strength or weakness of mass-circulation press and audience segmentation.

2. Pluralism: the extent to which media systems reflect political alignments and serve
as instruments of political parties or ideological movements.

3. Journalistic Professionalism: the degree of autonomy, standardization of practices,
role conceptions, and institutionalization of journalism as a profession.

4. State Intervention: the level and nature of state involvement in the media system,
ranging from regulatory frameworks to direct ownership and censorship. While
originally developed to compare Western and post-communist European
systems, this framework is adapted here to analyze Iraq’s transition from Ba’athist
authoritarianism to a post-2003 consociational political structure. The Ba’ath
regime, much like Soviet-style authoritarianism, centralized, top-down media
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system characterized by state control, ideological conformity, and suppression of
dissent (Dawn, 1988; Dimitrov & Sassoon, 2014). The innovation of this study is the
contextual adaptation of Hallin and Mancini’s framework to Irag’s unique trajectory.
Post-Ba’athist Iraq represents a fragmented consociational democracy where media
institutions are tied to ethno-sectarian political elites. This configuration mirrors
post-communist fragmentation but includes role of religious and militia actors as
media stakeholders, an element less emphasized in the original model. To address
this divergence, the framework in this study includes an additional analytical lens:

5. Role of Non-State Actors: particularly religious institutions, militias, and transnational
political entities that exert de facto control over content, ownership, and journalistic
safety, often outside formal regulatory mechanisms.

Arend Lijphart’s consociational democracy is designed for divided societies (ethnic,
sectarian, linguistic). It emphasizes political elite power-sharing across societal segments
by : (1) Forming Grand coalitions, (2) applying Mutual vetoes, (3) applying Proportionality
to appoint officials in offices, and (4) Segmental autonomy for some regions, to reach
Stability through inclusion of all major groups, even if democratic competition is limited
(Lijphart, 2004).

However, Hallin & Mancini, Rugh Characteristics Media systems classified by: (1) Political
parallelism: how closely media aligns with political/sectarian groups. (2) Ownership
patterns: state, party, private, sectarian. (3) Professionalism: norms of objectivity vs.
partisan journalism, and (4) State role: regulation, censorship, subsidy, mobilization
(Hallin & Mancini, 2012).

Nevertheless, the application of consociational systems in the Middle East has led to
different consequences; each social/political segment tends to have its own media
outlets. For Example, in Lebanon and Iraq after 2003, Shi’a, Sunni, Kurdish, and
Christian groups each sponsor newspapers, TV stations, or satellite channels, and the
media become the voice of the sect/segment, reinforcing segmental autonomy in the
public sphere (Sakr, 2007). In addition, as political elites must form grand coalitions,
media outlets often mirror elite bargains, and the Media reproduce negotiated power-
sharing by allocating airtime, visibility, or legitimacy to coalition partners. For Example,
Lebanese media are balancing coverage of Amal vs. Hezbollah (Khalifa, 2021)—
Maronite actors. Moreover, political elite veto power over sensitive issues translates into
media red lines: (e.g., sectarian critique, foreign patrons) are off-limits, and the system
thus enforces self-censorship aligned with elite pacts. (Cammett, 2014). Therefore, in
Iraq, licenses for satellite TV and radio were often allocated along sectarian lines after
2003. This reinforcement of divisions led to media amplifying bonding social capital
(within-group solidarity) rather than bridging identity (cross-group dialogue), resulting in
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Pluralism without Integration: a high diversity of voices but a low shared public sphere.
Additionally, Instrumentalization of the media system by political elites makes the
Media serve as a political tool for bargaining, patronage, and mobilization, rather than
challenging Democratization. While media pluralism exists, it does not foster a civic
identity, but it entrenches sectarian identities (Isakhan & Gunning, 2019).

This expanded framework is essential to understanding the hybrid and often contradictory
dynamics of media system in Iraq, where formal democratic institutions coexist with
informal networks of sectarian patronage and coercion (See table 1).

Dimension Ba’athist Era Post-2003 Iraq Comments
Political - . . .
. State monopolization Sectarian fragmentation | False pluralism
Pluralism
Journalistic Enforced discipline Decline under

Professionalism | under state ideology politicized chaos

Limit tate- H - iali
Media Market imited, state yper cgmmerma ized Clientelism
controlled and partisan
State . . Weak control + legal Coercive via
. Direct censorship . _—
Intervention ambiguity law/militias
Non-State N Dominant: militias, N
Minimal clerics, foreign Novel addition
Actors

Influences

Table 1, Conceptual Framework

To empirically apply this framework, the four original dimensions and the added fifth
dimension were transformed into thematic domains for qualitative inquiry. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted with a diverse sample of Iragi media experts,
chosen to represent a range of sectarian, ethnic, regional, and professional backgrounds.
Open-ended questions were designed to elicit perspectives on:

+ The commercialization and fragmentation of the media market.

+ The alignment of media with political, sectarian, or militia interests.

« Standards and autonomy in journalistic practice.

+ The formal and informal role of the state in media oversight.

» The influence of non-state actors on editorial independence and journalist safety.

This adaptation enables a more nuanced and culturally grounded analysis of Iraq’s post-
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Ba’athist media landscape, contributing to both comparative media studies and Middle
Eastern political communication research.

Methodology

The study employed semi-structured interviews with participants who are communication
and media experts. A semi-structured interview is a qualitative research method that
combines predetermined, open-ended questions with the flexibility to explore emerging
themes (Hallin & Mancini, 2004).

A semi-structured interview is a versatile data collection method for individual and
group interviews (DiCicco-Bloom & Crabtree, 2006). Moser and Korstjens (2017). The
semi-structured interview method is suitable for research topics that involve studying
people’s perceptions, opinions, or emotionally sensitive issues (Barriball & While, 1994).

The criteria for selecting these media and communication experts included the
following: experts must be Iraqi citizens with professional or academic experience in
mass communications, media, or journalism, and they must not be affiliated with any
political party or work in political or governmental institutions. Additionally, experts must
consent to participate in the interview. Moreover, possesses extensive experience in the
Iragi media field, combining specialized academic research production and in-depth
scientific analysis of media systems and their reality in Iraq. Additionally, has worked
professionally and skillfully within Iragi media institutions, gaining precise practical
understanding of the sector’s challenges, mechanisms, and level of professionalism.
Besides, has in-depth knowledge of the specificities of Iragi media during various
periods, including the Ba’athist era and the post-Ba’athist era, with the ability to assess
the structural and political transformations that have impacted the media landscape. As
well experts should combine academic research methodology and field experience in
media work, which enhances their analyses and grants them high credibility among both
researchers and professionals alike.

The sample included 23 experts, and the sample seed was diversified (sect, ethnicity,
and field of journalism) to cover maximum diversity. The interviews were conducted
between December 12 and March 19, 2025. Interviews lasted an average of 15 to 20
minutes. The goal was to explore the participants’ experiences, beliefs, and thoughts
(Magaldi & Berler, 2020). Look at Table 1 in the Appendix.

Sampling Strategy

This study designed a sampling strategy to capture the perspectives of experts and
academics in media and communication who have professional experience. Criteria
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for participant selection included: (1) independence from political affiliations; (2) direct
engagement with the Iragi media both before and after regime change, which provides
insight into institutional continuities and disruptions; and (3) representation of Irag’s
sectarian and ethnic groups to ensure that the participants reflect the country’s pluralistic
social structure.

Data Saturation

Data saturation guided the fieldwork, leading it to continue until no new insights emerging,
and the themes became repetitive among participants. Saturation was achieved when
interviewees from diverse backgrounds began to share similar narratives.

Limitations

Although the proportional inclusion of various sects and ethnic groups enhances
representativeness, the qualitative nature of the design means that findings are analytically
generalizable rather than statistically representative of all Iragi media professionals.

Data Analysis

Data Analysis followed a systematic qualitative approach rooted in thematic analysis.
Interviews were transcribed and, where translated, the contextual meaning was
preserved. To validate responses, findings were triangulated with secondary sources,
including prior scholarship on Iragi media. A comparison across sectarian and ethnic
groups allowed for the identification of both convergent and divergent perspectives.

Findings
1. Pluralism

Sunni media experts believe that the Iraqgi pluralism model reflects Iraq’s diversity.
However, they argue that this pluralism s insincere as it only represents some segments of
Iraqgi society. This “false pluralism” is because media does not represent all components
of Iragi society, nor does it acknowledge the rights of others because:

A. Some Iragi media outlets cancel and exclude others. “For instance, Baghdad
Channel, which is affiliated with a Sunni Islamic party, was shut down due to its
inability to pay renewal fees for its license, while Afag Channel, which is affiliated
with a Shiite Islamic party, received financial support.”
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B. Some Iragi media outlets lack patriotism and do not recognize others’ rights.
C. Some Iragi media outlets engage in media deception instead of representing society.

D. Many Iragi media platforms are funded from abroad, with a religious incitement
agenda exploiting the Iragi hunger to express their opinions after the fall of the
previous regime. They aim to incite violence and division. “For example, the Islamic
Radio and Television Union, which is managed by the military arms of Tehran and
controlled by the Iranian Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, is headed by
Shiite cleric Hamed al-Husseini. This union includes around 3000 journalists, 110
satellite channels, and 30 radio stations. It is a clear example of false pluralism”.

E. Iraqgi independent media does not represent Iraqis because it “sets red lines for itself
as it operates under a stifling environment.”

Moreover, media and journalism experts have forwarded recommendations to fairly and
justly establish a media representing all segments of the population, including:

|. Educating the audience to reject media promoting incitement or discrimination.

Il. Enforcing the criminalization of any form of incitement or discrimination by media
outlets.

Ill.  Defining the concept of citizenship so it promotes democracy, freedom of expression,
and highlights the importance of Iraqi citizenship.

IV.  Organizing conferences where media outlets from different groups, parties, or
components can sign codes of honor, which should direct their media content
towards respecting the other party and promoting its culture, news, and activities.

On the other hand, Kurdish experts had differing opinions and were unable to reach
consensus. They were divided between those who believed Iragi media represents
diverse Iraqi society, where each political party and sectarian group has media outlets
expressing their ideologies, including neutral academic intellectuals, while others
believe Iragi media does not represent Iragi society because free voices are forbidden
in Kurdistan. Not supporting a specific party may lead to harassment, suppression, or
even assassination.

The majority of Shiite media experts express a sense of pluralism in the media. However,
they believe there is a lack of diversity and is more like “a single face wearing multiple
masks.” Media outlets fail to portray all segments of society realistically. For instance,
“the Iraqgi Media Network is unable to express the cultural and political diversity of Iraq
and is considered to be a distorted reflection of the distorted political situation”.

Experts highlighted that while pluralism is beneficial in understanding political trends
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and revealing others’ mistakes and crimes, it has its downsides. It can turn into a tool
for incitement and crime justification, particularly during sectarian wars. “Shiite media
outlets were found inciting sectarian strife, while Sunni media outlets were promoting
violence and providing lessons on using explosives and Molotov cocktails”.

Moreover, current media outlets are not genuine pluralism but media chaos imposed
by external political agendas. This chaos is sustained by the involvement of parties and
individuals with special interests. Pluralism can be dangerous in a society plagued by
political conflicts, particularly with a lack of oversight and law enforcement. Currently,
diversity is harming society, destabilizing security, and threatening social peace, given
the unstable political situation. Instead, it is essential to focus on stability as “it would
create strong and specialized media outlets that support societal diversity”.

Some argue that existing diversity is only religious and sectarian on the surface and
diversity based on age, gender, and geography would be more appropriate. “For
example, there are no dedicated TV channels or radio stations for women, children, the
elderly, teenagers, or residents of a specific area”.

The media experts criticized current media outlets for lacking professionalism and being
corrupt. These outlets have caused conflicts, weakening law enforcement and restricting
freedoms. “They have been influenced by foreign channels such as Al Jazeera, leading
to shouting and the use of vulgar language, as exemplified by Faisal al-Qassem”.

To ensure genuine pluralism, the experts recommend the following steps:

1. The Iragi Council of Representatives should examine the media chaos phenomenon
and establish frameworks for national and political fields that serve as commitments
or national documents for all media institutions.

2. Purify the media discourse from “political tales” and encourage human rights,
respect for diversity, and a sense of brotherhood through long-term guidance and
awareness campaigns.

3. Embrace openness to diverse media outlets, regardless of their financial, political,
national, and sectarian orientations.

4. Reevaluate the Journalists Syndicate’s orientations.

In the context of pluralism and absent parties, Sunni media and journalism experts
argued that the current pluralism is superficial and sectarian with significant Iranian
influence. They emphasize the need for Iraqgi representation, pointing out the absence of
important segments such as Baathists, Nasserists, Communists, anti-occupation and
anti-lranian domination activists, Turkmen, Shabak, Yazidis, Musawis, Jews, Bahais,
and Ismailis.
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Moreover, one media and journalism expert highlighted the lack of genuine representation
of independent liberals. Few newspapers operate within self-imposed boundaries, well
aware of potential consequences for transgressing media taboos.

Experts noted that each media outlet caters to a specific audience, neglecting others.
For instance, Arabic-speaking media outlets may lack Kurdish and Shabak audiences,
while the opposite may be true for other outlets.

Moreover, Kurdish media experts expressed concern about the lack of unbiased
academic and independent voices in the media landscape, given the lack of strong
national media capable of shaping public opinion.

Similarly, Shiite media experts have highlighted the absence of minority voices; groups
such as Yazidis, Shabak, Turkmen, Bahd’is, Communists, Kakais, and Jews are not
adequately represented in the media.

Some experts pointed out that the media lacks professionalism and journalistic essence,
including the presentation of ideas and information. They also mentioned the absence of
intellectuals, national figures, writers, journalists, and free voices.

Others noted that opposing voices in protests, national voices, independents, Ba’athists,
and representatives of the previous regime are not represented. Additionally, they
mentioned the lack of support and funding from the state or civil society for liberals
and leftists due to the absence of a culture of donations. There is a consensus that
other segments of society, such as children, teenagers, women, and people with special
needs, are in dire need of media representation.

Despite the large number of media outlets, they lack programs focusing on economics,
the public sphere, and educational, scientific, and cultural media.

According to experts, the media landscape reflects the perspectives of the media
owners. Therefore, Shiite channels overlook Sunnis and Kurdish channels overlook
Arabs. Although a few media outlets are owned by individuals “committed to pluralism”,
unfortunately, they are not very effective since they are only active on social media
platforms. Due to the absence of funds to establish TV channels, radio stations,
magazines, newspapers, or any other media outlet.”

2. Journalistic Professionalism

Sunni media experts acknowledged that limited favoritism existed in Iragi media both
before and after 2003. This was because media work was restricted by government
licensing and was governed by laws with professional standards set in place. The
government ensured no escape from punishment for breaching these standards.
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“Some of the media pioneers before 2003 were neither Ba’athists nor agents of security
agencies, as confirmed by some of their colleagues.”

Additionally, experts mentioned the media institution before 2003 was under the control
of the party system, and journalists needed endorsement from comrades to work.
Favoritism existed between the editor-in-chief and journalists; the head of the media
institution or editor-in-chief was often a senior party and revolution leader. “Journalists
and media personnel who showed loyalty to the party, the revolution, and leader Saddam
Hussein were usually appointed, and they brought their friends, relatives, and children
to work.”

In the same context, a media and journalism expert pointed out that after 2003, there
was less favoritism in the media, because it was an unrestrained weapon. It dominated
daily decisions in public life, and the media was part of this life. Few newspapers protect
themselves and set their red lines “under the threat of censorship.” Religious figures use
sacredness to terrorize the media and journalists, who are afraid of excommunication
due to the abundance of sanctities. “Like what happened to the caricaturist Ahmed Al-
Rubai’i, who fled to Kurdistan where he died because he drew a caricature portrait of Ali
Khamenei, and the portrait was considered a religious offense, as the headquarters of
the newspaper Al-Sabah Al-Jadid was attacked.”

Furthermore, experts described how past favoritism between the editor-in-chief and
journalists now exists between the leader of a specific party, sect, or nationalist group
and journalists. This has become more widespread due to the media’s desire to promote
politicians during elections. Today, “instead of loyalty to the Ba’ath Party, the revolution,
and the leader, loyalty has shifted to the political party and the Islamic revolution,
meaning Shiism, and those who support and fund that media institution. The similarities
exist in depth, with only differences in appearance.” Additionally, the emergence of
(electronic armies) exacerbates favoritism. Currently, favoritism spreads widely among
journalists working covertly within electronic armies to conduct election campaigns for
or against certain politicians.

As for media and journalism experts from the Kurdish nationalist movement, they
confirmed that favoritism existed both before and after 2003.Similarly, Shiite media and
journalism experts agreed on the existence of favoritism both before and after 2003.
They described the media in the previous regime as “nothing more than state media,”
where the media institution operated due to favoritism to the Ba’ath Party, the leader,
and his family. They pointed out media institutions followed state functions, subject to
political and party controls imposed by the regime in selecting the editor-in-chief or
the director-general of the radio and television department. The media was subject to
favoritism, which increased during the days of economic sanctions amid the spread of
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institutional corruption. Favoritism was not acknowledged due to the strength of the
security oversight imposed on media institutions. However, what saved the media at
that time was the former regime’s plan to appoint many writers in the media, which gave
it some strength and credibility in shaping content.

Furthermore, experts emphasized Iragi media remains weak due to corruption and
favoritism. Iraqi society is clan-based, built on favoritism, making this an acceptable
social behavior. “The Iraqi child is raised to understand that children of teachers have a
special status among all teachers and administration, which reflects on young students,
and thus the child grows up under the abhorrent favoritism system.”

When evaluating the professionalism of media institutions and journalists compared
to before 2003, Shiite media and journalism experts agreed on describing the former
institutions as “professional”, “serious”, and “committed to their work”. However, they
attributed professionalism to the following reasons:

A. Professional standards were imposed by institutional management. Fear of oversight
encouraged journalists to maintain professionalism.

B. Professionalism was superficial because institutions had a lack of objectivity and
integrity of ideas due to state control over the media institution. Journalists lacked
freedom to criticize authority because they could face arrest or marginalization.

C. Most personnel entered the media from a journalistic background, which resulted in
media institutions having integrity and journalistic standards.

After 2003, experts confirmed the weakness of journalistic professionalism, stating that
“journalists no longer care about professionalism; what matters is receiving the salary
without ambition or commitment to journalistic standards.” This is attributed to the
following reasons:

I.  Weak supervision of professional standards because administrations lack sufficient
experience. Even journalists who previously enjoyed public trust became less
committed and abandoned their previous style, opening up to external media.
“Examples include Dr. Taha Al-dazaa, Zaid Al-Hilli, Ahmed Abdul Majeed, and many
others”.

Il. The proximity to a political party or the media funding entity is higher and more
important than any other criterion.

Ill. Media outlets do not follow journalistic work standards, and if standards exist, they
are applied with bias.

IV. There is currently media chaos due to the entry of outsiders, making the media “a
platform for everyone, a profession for those without a profession.”
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V. Professionalism has become captive to fear despite the resilient spirit of Iraqi
journalists. Journalism in Iraq is “a profession of death, not a profession of risks,
resulting in more than 250 victims killed, with some names still forcibly disappeared.
Journalists are prisoners of religious and political figures”.

Sunni and Shia media experts agree in characterizing the pre-2003 media work as more
professional than today’s, despite the challenges it faced. This is because the laws
and regulations imposed by the Ba’ath regime were focused on the general form of the
media and did not interfere with the details, as long as it did not contradict the regime’s
leader or its objectives. Consequently, media organizations were more organized and
stricter in adhering to professional standards, whether voluntary or forced upon them.
However, political biases affected their news coverage, event reporting, and interviews,
lacking objectivity.

Today, everyone agrees that media work has become weak and unprofessional due to
various reasons:

1. The lack of professional structure and job roles within media institutions. “Some
editors-in-chiefs do not even know the role of an editor-in-chief, and the same goes
for editorial secretaries”.

2. The role of the Syndicate has changed over time and “now includes a diverse
group of members, many of whom do not hold professional titles. The Syndicate’s
membership includes thousands of individuals, including general managers,
administrative employees, and even electronic armies that serve politicians”.

3. Journalists with lack pf experience look for media outlets that pay more, “considering
themselves as stars, like Ahmad Mulla Talal”.

4. In the past, professionalism was weaker in politics but it’s better in non-political
and sports news due to fear of authority. Today, professionalism is absent even in
political news, let alone diversified news.

Kurdish media experts have confirmed journalism in Iraq is facing a major problem.
The current regional sectarian partisan journalism is not related to the entire country,
and there are no strong national parties with great capabilities. The state is absent from
the media field, which means that there is no national journalism in Irag. The existing
journalism is either Sunni or Shia Arab or divided Kurdish between the two main parties,
or Christian divided into Chaldean and Assyrian, or Turkmen divided also between Sunni
and Shia. These religious, national, and sectarian diversities have their own journalism.

Professionally, the Iraqgi journalistic body does not have a unified representative
apparatus for Iragi journalists. Division has spread among the ranks into several blocks
and associations.
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3. Media Market

Shiite media experts unanimously agree that social media platforms have a stronger
influence on the audience when compared to traditional media, emphasizing that
they have “shaken traditional media, crushed it, and surpassed it by stages.” Experts
attribute the superiority of digital media over traditional media to its speed and ease as
it enters homes without permission. Additionally, it is a media that is open to the world
and not limited to a specific segment, especially for women and youth. The current
trend worldwide is to prioritize speed and avoid focusing on details. Experts believe that
social media meets individuals’ desires for personal rather than collective viewing, unlike
television. Moreover, the content of these platforms is short, diverse, and enjoyable for
everyone.

According to Shiite media experts, social media has positively impacted traditional
media in several ways, including:

A. Facilitating gatherings and protesting as a result of campaigns by civil activists on
social media platforms led to the authorities yielding to the public’s demands; thus,
the public learned how to pressure politicians to achieve their demands.

B. Social media platforms have provided media training courses that many young
people have benefited from, enabling them to enter the media world later. “The
Institute for War and Peace Reporting IWPR has long been preparing young
journalists to a decent level.”

Getting news quickly as social media is open to the world and cost-free.
Assisting in exposing corrupt individuals.

Increasing the public’s confidence to express themselves and their problems, which
they could not do through traditional media.

As for its negative impact on the media, experts pointed out the following:

I.  Social media has the potential to spread rumors and fake news (misleading public
opinion).

Il. As an institutional activity, the media is expected to uphold specific standards.
However, social media platforms are not held to journalistic standards.

lll. Traditional media has declined and has become almost deserted.
IV. Despite its ability to guide the masses, its methods are chaotic.

As for Sunni media experts, they described social media as “a double-edged sword.”
Despite its positive impacts, it also has negative effects summarized as follows:

a. Encouraging fabrications and lies, social media is flooded with fake names and
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fake accounts funded by parties and individuals pushing them to engage in forgery
and defamation. “Perhaps the most beautiful term | heard for Facebook came from
fellow journalist Karam Nima, and it was ‘Fake book’.” It plays a significant role
through electronic armies, especially during elections. Each time the public intends
not to participate in electing corrupt individuals, electronic armies polish the image
of the corrupt, leading to their re-election.

b. Contributing to corrupting the public taste, as it does not adhere to the standards of
sound media. Instead of reform, the media has descended into the abyss, and the
public now views the media as a defamation and chaos platform.

As for the positive aspects of social media:

a. Assisting activists in organizing protests and compelling authorities to take actions
in favor of the public’s interests to avoid public outrage.

b. Diversifying and enhancing media work, as journalists are now closer to the
community’s issues and reactions.

c. Theinternet has allowed for the emergence of knowledgeable bloggers and content
creators who can easily gather information.

d. Social media platforms have become like cafes where the public can easily and
freely exchange information without government censorship.

The Kurds have affirmed that social media has created a new media landscape with a
“significant and immense” role in individuals’ lives and has managed to sideline traditional
media. Many people no longer watch television, listen to radio, or read newspapers,
as the internet has become an essential part of daily life. The majority now gathers
news from reports published on news pages, thanks to the ease and speed of obtaining
information through concise messages to cope with the large volume of information.

Regarding the media market in Iraq after the transformations that occurred after 2003,
Sunni media experts affirmed that the negatives of these transformations outweighed
their positives. They pointed out that the media market “post-occupation”:

- Became subject to external funding, particularly from Iran.

- Witnessed the emergence of corrupt journalism and institutions covering up
corruption, engaging in media defamation, and whitewashing the images of openly
operating corrupt individuals.

- Promoting external dependency and extremism has led to erosion of media outlets’
national identity.

. The absence of the Journalists Syndicate’s role in protecting the journalistic
body led to chaos and political and journalistic illiteracy in the media market.
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Various individuals, including bloggers on social media platforms and promoters
of goods, such as influencers, misused the label of “media,” tarnishing its
reputation.

. The dissolution of the Ministry of Information resulted in the media being
controlled by institutions formed by the (US) occupation, weakening the public’s
trust in Iragi media.

. “All media outlets, from print newspapers to radio stations to television channels
to internet content and social media networks, have become commodities
sold to the highest bidder, all contributing to the deterioration of the country’s
political situation, deceiving the public, and rendering them a silent audience”.

. The media market is characterized by poor quality and increased quantity (low
demand and high supply), meaning the media presents what it wants to convey
to the public. Even if there is demand for certain issues, they are presented by
aligning with the media’s biases.

“It cannot be denied that today’s media is influential in shaping public opinion
and serves as a tool for the public to enact reformative changes, enhance political
participation values, and undergo democratic transformations. It has succeeded in
leveraging advancements in communication technologies.”

According to Shiite journalism and media experts, the media market that emerged after
2003 was characterized by openness, competitiveness, and deep partisanship, but
lacking in professionalism and credibility. They describe it as disordered and unstable,
and a “troubled market, plagued by animosity, superficiality, and poor language”.
Furthermore, they refer to it as a “loose market” that resorts to tactics of defamation
and intimidation.

Experts attributed the poor state of the media market post-20083 to the following factors:

Lack of comprehensive media market, especially traditional media, due to the
emergence of electronic media and journalistic bloggers.

Supply outweighs demand (many graduates are unemployed).

Some politicians like Nouri al-Maliki exploited the youth’s need for employment as
journalists and formed ‘electronic armies’ to protect their interests.

The media market suffers from qualitative deterioration due to quantity, as
inexperienced individuals are hired without practical media experience and
application.

Due to rapid changes in the media landscape, many journalists lost their jobs, making
it difficult for them to find new ones.
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+ Many young people nowadays are opting to study media in public, private, or
evening universities. “When asked why they chose this field of study, they often cite
the perception that there are few job opportunities outside of media or volunteer
work with the police. It’s important to note that journalism should not be seen as a
career solely for financial gain, but rather as a profession that conveys ethical, social,
and national values.

» Despite the emergence of independent media post-2003, some corrupt parties and
individuals oppose free media.

Kurdish media experts mentioned that all media institutions operate according to
political agendas dominated by political parties and blocs. The American occupier
worked on fragmenting Iraqis through the media into several sub-identities, including
sects, religions, ethnicities, parties, regions, etc.

4. The Role of the State

According to Sunni media experts, religious figures did not have a significant role in
media institutions before 2003. Even after the religious campaign launched by the
former regime in the 1990s, their role was limited. They were primarily interviewed, and
their views were disseminated through newspapers. There were no dedicated programs
or platforms, and their appearances were infrequent, mainly restricted to Friday prayers
and minor events. Articles addressing religious and secular issues were also subject to
censorship and scrutiny before publication.

However, after 2003, opinions converged that religious figures were playing a dominant
and controlling role in shaping the media, politics, and all aspects of Iraqi life. “After
the regime change in 2003, religious figures gained significant media presence, and
their articles, statements, interviews, and fatwas overshadowed those of journalists and
political analysts.” Moreover, most of them own their dedicated websites. This influence
has had a negative effect, contributing to the spread of extremism, sectarianism, and
consequently terrorism. “An example of this is the statement made by the Shiite cleric
Hazem Al-Araji, a prominent figure in the Sadrist movement and the Friday prayer leader
at the Kadhim Shrine in western Baghdad, who declared in a recorded visual sermon
the necessity of killing Sunni individuals who are labeled as Wahhabis and Ba’athists.”

They also pointed out that due to “Iranian expansionism,” the media has come directly
under the control of religious figures, with clerics either heading media institutions
or being imposed through partisan channels, leading to the proliferation of religious
channels directly funded by Iran, “such as the Islamic Radio and Television Union”. Their
political influence has expanded through the use of religious sanctity to terrorize media
professionals and silence their dissenting voices.
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Shiite media experts concur with the opinions, adding that the influence of religious
figures in the media was weak or negligible before 2003. They have observed that
religious figures did not interfere in politics, as the separation of religion and politics
was maintained. They were only invited as guests on programs related to religious
occasions. Some experts have pointed out that the religious institution was under
siege and marginalized under a media that claimed to be both secular and religious
simultaneously. However, in reality, it was neither secular nor religious but entirely
employed to glorify the ruler.

Today, experts mentioned that the media cannot address topics related to religious
figures or religion itself in its content. Religion has become a significant media source
tasked with promoting backwardness, discord, extremism, and bigotry, exploiting
satellite channels and social media platforms. Religious figures entered politics and
began exercising hidden religious dictatorship power. “Yasser Al-Habib is an example of
extremism in Iragi media”.

Furthermore, the experts added that immediately after the fall of the former regime,
neighboring countries prepared significant numbers of religious figures (Sunni and
Shiite) who invaded the media, leading to their mobilization for sectarian war. Today,
religious figures oversee channels, radio stations, and newspapers due to the presence
of media affiliated with Islamic parties.

An expert in media and journalism noted that “after 2003, the current democratic system
in Irag has allowed for a significant presence of religious institutions. This has led to a
climate of respect for religious freedoms and practices, accommodating the diverse
religious, sectarian, and national identities within society. Each group now has its own
media platforms, enabling them to communicate with their respective audiences. This
situation is positive as long as mutual respect for differing beliefs is maintained and the
spread of hatred is avoided”.

The Kurds, along with their Shiite and Sunni counterparts, acknowledge the growing
influence of religious figures within the media landscape post-2003.

In examining the methods of repression against Iraqi journalists before and after 2003,
Sunni media experts highlighted that in the past, the media institution was overseen
by the Minister of Information and the National Media Leadership Office, as the media
operated under the full control of the regime, and any violation would subject the
journalist to arrest and intimidation.

The experts confirmed that the previous regime employed individuals whose job was
to monitor every written word. Some would receive rewards, while others faced arrest,
dismissal, or imprisonment for any deviation. The regime also recruited Ba’athist
journalists “with weak moral character” to spy on their colleagues and report them,
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especially those with communist political backgrounds.

After 2003, Iraq has been ranked 150th on the press freedom index by “Reporters
Without Borders” due to ongoing daily violence. Additionally, the Iragi Observatory
for Press Freedoms, dedicated to defending journalists, declared that press freedom
in Irag was the worst since the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime in 2003. “The Iraqi
government utilized its security and military forces to restrict journalistic work, leading
to a deterioration in press freedom”. Also “In 2022, a report from the Association for
the Defense of Press Freedom in Iraq documented 60 cases of arrests and detentions,
12 cases of attacks and armed raids, and 254 cases of assaults and obstruction of
coverage”. Any movement by journalists in Iraq now requires security approval. “Notably,
journalist Tawfig Al-Tamimi, formerly associated with the government newspaper Al-
Sabah, disappeared years ago, while prominent Iragi journalist Sabah Salman, a staunch
opponent of Saddam, was also abducted”.

Comparing the previous and current regimes, experts pointed out that while arrests were
visible in the past and detainees were often released later, today, the elimination and
disappearance of journalists by militias have become legalized. Interventions to rescue
journalists after their arrests are now possible, whereas in the past, such interventions
were futile due to the severity of the regime’s crackdown. However, campaigns
advocating for the missing journalists’ fate and demanding their release rarely succeed.

Shiite media experts affirmed that tools of repression used against journalists in the
former regime were extremely severe, even including death sentences. “Many journalists
were arrested under orders from Uday Saddam Hussein, with some being flogged in Al-
Radwaniya prison”. Journalists who crossed the regime’s red lines, set by its media
institutions, faced arrest or worse, such as disappearance or execution, “as witnessed
with Dr. Saif al-Hafi and the thinker and journalist Aziz al-Sayyid Jasim. Consequently,
many journalists fled Iraq and joined the opposition. Additionally, numerous journalists
were previously detained, including Dawood Al-Farhan and Hashim Hasan”.

When examining the methods of repression post-2003, experts noted the absence of
specific laws contributed to journalists being targeted for killings and disappearances
coupled with the rampant influence of militias and tribalism during the stateless
period. Independent journalists faced persecution, assassination, and accusations of
espionage when addressing specific figures to silence other journalists. Instances such
as the killings of journalist Hadi al-Mahdi and communist journalist Kamel Shiaa were
followed by numerous similar incidents; all met with government silence. Additionally,
they noted that political conflicts were accompanied by media conflicts, resulting in the
victimization of many journalists.

One of the key comparisons outlined by the experts is the contrast between the past
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and present regarding press freedom. In the past, there was suppression of press
freedom, whereas today it exists in an unregulated form. However, the crucial distinction
arises from political conflicts, wherein journalists often bear the consequences for
expressing biases or criticizing specific factions, resulting in a form of freedom that
lacks organization. Additionally, the experts noted a shift in the methods of intimidation:
while previously, unidentified individuals authored reports to instill fear in journalists,
nowadays, Ba’athists have been replaced by ‘secret informers’ who monitor and target
anyone daring to express themselves freely through writing or speech.

The opinions among Kurdish media experts closely aligned with those of other groups.
They pointed out that during Saddam’s era, there was no freedom for journalists as they
were brutally murdered. However, now, it can be said that there is some unregulated
freedom.

Regarding the Iragi laws and their protection of journalists before and after 2003, Shiite
media experts affirmed there is no difference in terms of the legal environment between
the two periods. According to them, it remains a stifling environment, confiscating
freedoms, despite the issuance of the Iragi Permanent Constitution in 2005, which
ensured the assembly, publishing, authoring, issuing, and broadcasting rights in Articles
37 and 38; the environment continues to be restrictive and impinging on freedoms.
Although there is a law protecting journalists, it is ineffective, evidenced by the violations
against Iraqi journalists, including killings, disappearances, arrests, and assassinations.
Many institutions have even laid off their employees without paying their financial dues
while the Journalists Syndicate has failed to address these cases and restore journalists’
rights and defend them.

Other experts believe that the laws are designed to suit the politicians’ mindset and their
fear of the media as a fourth authority. Compared to international standards, these laws
do not protect journalists but rather threaten them with imprisonment and fines if they
exercise their right to obtain and disclose information or expose corruption within state
authorities and their departments. One of the most prominent of these laws is Article
26 of the Iragi Penal Code of 1969, which remains in force to this day. Additionally, the
de-Baathification issue targeted journalists, exposing them to murder, kidnapping, and
disappearance, contradicting the spirit of democracy.

A media expert, on the other hand, believed that the law can protect journalists and is
enforceable, and the syndicate is also capable of intervening when journalists face any
problem.

In the same context, Sunni media experts indicated that journalists in the previous
regime were considered public servants, and Iragi laws punished imprisonment and
fines for insulting or threatening a public servant or anyone tasked with public service.
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They also pointed out that if laws did not protect journalists in the past, at least the
journalists had their “dignity”, and they received some privileges through the Journalists
Syndicate. However, today, the council of Representatives has repealed many laws and
introduced or amended others, so the journalist works under an oral or written contract
that only protects them regarding their journalistic service for retirement purposes.

The experts observed that journalists today are threatened with murder without any
protection, despite the Iragi Parliament enacting the Journalists Protection Law in 2011.
Although Iraq is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
laws here do not measure up to that of the developed world; judges interpret them
as they wish, either favoring those who pay more or fear armed threats, as militias
dominate the streets today.

On the other hand, Kurdish media experts affirmed that there is certainly a difference
between the two periods, as the journalism environment now is largely better, but there
are still some legal issues. The Journalists Protection Law in Kurdistan is good, but when
journalists are held accountable in the Kurdistan Region, it is not under the Press Law but
rather under the Iragi Penal Code or sometimes terrorism charges, as even the judiciary in
the region is politicized, and the press laws do not protect Iraqi journalists due to corruption.

In terms of the independence of journalism and media in Iraq, the majority of Shiite
media and journalism experts confirmed that the vast majority of media institutions are
not independent as they are governed by the financier’s capital. Some described media
institutions as sectarian or religious political projects subject to financing, with most
operating according to conflicting local or regional agendas. They cited examples like
“the Iragi Media Network funded by public money, which should be independent but is
not, with its board composed of representatives from political parties”.

Other experts added that many media institutions put “independence” in the headlines,
but everyone knows they are not independent.” For instance, Al-Shargiya channel
claims to be independent but in reality supports whoever pays more, and AL-Hurra Iraq
channel claims to be independent but actually promotes America’s image in Iraq”.

Some experts have emphasized that truly independent journalism is very rare and is
usually associated with individuals committed to the idea of independence. However,
they argue that such endeavors have failed for the following reasons:

+  Some believe that journalists should avoid antagonizing certain parties or individuals
to preserve their existence.

» These institutions collapsed because they relied on advertising revenue as their
primary source of funding. However, advertising in Iraq yields low returns due to the
absence of industries and free trade, leading to the failure of many media institutions
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to maintain their independence.

+ Some political parties sought to undermine these independent newspapers by
paying merchants in the distribution market to either destroy or withhold distribution
of these newspapers. Consequently, these newspapers struggled to find an audience
or attract advertisers, resulting in accumulated financial losses and ultimately forcing
their owners to shut down, “such as the case of the independent newspaper ‘Al-

Lawa’”.

Additionally, when considering the viewpoints of Sinni Media experts, there is
unanimously consensus that independent media is non-existent in Iraq, as every media
outlet is affiliated with a political party or entity, both domestically and internationally.
“For instance, Shiite channels supporting what is known as the “resistance” receive
funding from the Iragi Radio and Television Union, which is part of the Islamic Radio
and Television Union backed by Iran”. These political parties impose their mindset on
their affiliated media outlets. Despite being meant to represent the state, networks like
the Iragi Media Network are, in reality, influenced by multiple political parties through
a system of political consensus or power-sharing, mirroring the situation in other state
institutions.

Experts attribute the absence of independent newspapers in Iraq to funding issues that
have crippled independent journalistic work. They note that newspapers like “Al-Mada”
and “Al-Zaman,” while technically independent, strive for professional integrity in their
coverage of economic, health, and other issues, ensuring high-quality and unbiased
reporting. However, they also take care to avoid criticism of the government since they
rely on government advertising for funding, which underscores the delicate balance
they must maintain. Others argue that media independence has never truly existed in all
eras, asserting that it is lacking even in this era. In alignment with these observations,
Kurdish media experts echo the consensus on the lack of media independence in Iraq,
emphasizing that each media outlet is driven by its own agenda reflecting its ownership,
thereby compromising media freedom and subjecting journalists to the political leanings
of their respective channels.

Discussion

The findings highlight the failure of Western media systems models when applied to
post-conflict, ethno-sectarian societies such as Irag. While Hallin and Mancini’s typology
provides a effective starting point, the Iragi case reveals unique dynamics that impose
adaptation of their framework. By introducing the fifth dimension, the role of non-state
actors, this research contributes a necessary theoretical extension to account for the
complex of militias, religious authorities, and foreign-backed entities that shape Irag’s
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post-Ba’athist media system.

1. Formal Pluralism vs. Sectarian Fragmentation

Although media pluralism has technically expanded since 2003, this transformation
represents a form of “false pluralism,” as many media outlets serve ethno-sectarian
or partisan agendas rather than public interest. The post-Ba’athist media landscape is
not characterized by diversity in content or ideology but rather by segmentation and
exclusion. Sunni, Shiite, and Kurdish experts alike emphasized the absence of minority
voices (e.g., Yazidis, Bahd’is, women, and youth) and warned of the dangers of media-
driven sectarian incitement. This reflects a shift from state-imposed ideological uniformity
under the Ba’ath regime to competitive sectarian propaganda under consociational
democracy, a form of fragmentation without liberal pluralism.

2. Journalistic Professionalism: Continuity in Decline

The finding challenges the assumption that democratization leads to higher standards of
journalistic professionalism. Experts viewed the pre-2003 media as more professionally
disciplined, although constrained by state ideology, compared to the post-2003
landscape, which is damaged by politicization, corruption, and a collapse in professional
standards. Post-Ba’ath system operates through sectarian patronage and polarization,
using authoritarian dynamics under a different shape. The emergence of “electronic
armies” and social media influences further complicate professionalism and substituting
journalistic integrity with political manipulation.

3. A Troubled Media Market: Quantity over Quality

Experts have described the Iragi media market since 2003 as lacking in quality. Social
media platforms now dominate public discourse. Despite these platforms have made
information more accessible and encouraged civic engagement, they have also facilitated
the spread of disinformation, rumors, and ideological polarization. The fragmented
and open market leads commercial and political interests to take precedence over
public service and ethical journalism. Lastly, the media system becomes vulnerable for
clientelism and foreign influence.

4, State Role:

Under Ba’athist rule, state control was absolute yet evident; post-2003, the state has
become fragmented and is often avoided by informal networks, yet it retains repressive
legal tools. Experts noted that both the Ba’athist and post-Ba’athist regimes imposed
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severe constraints on journalistic freedom, but in different forms: where the Ba’athist
state relied on direct repression, today’s state uses legal ambiguity, militia intimidation,
and sectarian influence to enforce compliance. The Iragi Journalists Protection Law of
2011 has proven ineffective. Thus, the perception that Iraq remains a hostile environment
for independent journalism.

5. Non-State Actors:

The significant finding is the expanded role of non-state actors in the media system.
Religious institutions, militias, and transnational networks (notably Iran-backed entities)
exercise considerable control over content creation, editorial decisions, and journalist
safety. The fragmentation of authority and the normalization of coercive non-state
influence create a hybrid system where formal institutions coexist with informal and
more powerful actors.

6. Theoretical Implications

This study asserts that Hallin and Mancini’s typology is insufficient for analyzing media
systems in deeply divided post-authoritarian societies where informal institutions and
hybrid sovereignty occur. The “non-state actor” dimension is not a local adjustment
for Irag. Still, it offers a theoretical insight that can enrich comparative media studies
globally, especially in fragile states or consociational democracies with competing
power centers. Furthermore, the findings highlight the limitations of democratization
connected with media liberalization. Iraq’s case demonstrates that institutional change
without professional consolidation resulted in increased pluralism without accountability,
representation without inclusion, and freedom without security. Lastly, the differences
and similarities in the media systems between the Baath regime and the era of consensus,
as derived from interviews with the following experts, were as follows:

Aspect Ba’ath Media System Post-Ba’ath Media System
(Pre-2003) (Post-2003)
Formal pluralism exists but
No genuine pluralism; strict is sectarian, partisan, and
Pluralism ideological uniformity imposed | exclusionary (“false pluralism”).
by the state. Minority and independent voices

are largely absent.

Fragmented state authority;
significant influence of militias,
religious authorities, and foreign
actors (e.g., Iranian-backed
groups).

Centralized, direct state
control through the Ministry
of Information and the party
apparatus.

State Control

OVl tablall cladall Ve



Beyond Western Paradigms: Media System Transformation in Post-Authoritarian Iraq

Aspect

Ba’ath Media System
(Pre-2003)

Post-Ba’ath Media System
(Post-2003)

Media Market

Controlled, limited number of
outlets; relatively organized
and professional under regime
oversight.

Chaotic and oversaturated market
dominated by partisan and
sectarian outlets; social media
surpasses traditional media.

Role of Religion

Minimal media role for religious
figures; limited and controlled
presence.

The dominant role of religious
figures and clerics controlling
outlets, promoting sectarian
narratives, and extremism.

Press Freedom

Strictly suppressed but
with clear legal and political
boundaries; arrests are visible.

Formally allowed but unregulated,
journalists face violence,
intimidation, and impunity of
perpetrators.

Journalistic
Professionalism

Imposed by state management,
freedom is constrained, but
relatively higher standards.

Declined professionalism due to
politicization, corruption, fear, and
lack of oversight.

Media Funding

State-funded and centrally
controlled, with a hierarchical
structure.

Diverse and politicized funding
from parties, militias, and foreign
actors undermines independence.

Technology and
Platforms

Dominated by traditional media
(TV, radio, print) under state
control.

Rise of social media platforms
dominating discourse, increasing
misinformation, and fragmented
public attention.

Protection for
Journalists

Harsh but relatively
straightforward: state-enforced
censorship and punishment.

Weak legal protections; ineffective
laws; repression via militias,
informal networks, and political
violence.

The analysis of these themes demonstrates that Irag’s media system reflects the
contradictions of its political order. The themes reflect the structural legacies of Ba’athist
authoritarianism and the fragmented nature of Irag’s post-2003 consociational order.

Each theme sheds light on the trajectory of Irag’s democratic development.

1. False Pluralism and Sectarian Fragmentation.

Decline in Professionalism of Journalistic

Fragmented State and Coercion

2
3. Messy Media Market: Quantity over Quality
4
5

Control of Milita as Non-State Actors

Lastly, while democratization expanded formal freedoms, the rise of sectarian and militia

influence created a fragmented, polarized, and insecure media system. For democratic
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consolidation, Irag’s media has not become into a watchdog but instead mirrors political
elite fragmentation and reinforces identity-based divisions. The findings suggest that
pluralism without independence, freedom without security, and representation without
inclusion hinder the consolidation of democracy in post-Ba’athist Iraqg.
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Appendix

Years of Ethnicity . .
No . Gender Job title Specialty Degree
Experience and Sect
1 25 Male | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
2 27 Male | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
3 20 Male | Arabic Shiite Professor Public Relations PhD
4 21 Male | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
5 24 Male | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
6 25 Female | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
7 28 Female | Arabic Sunni Professor Media PhD
8 25 Female | Arabic Shiite Professor Public Relations PhD
9 24 Female | Arabic Sunni| Media Consultant Psychology PhD
10 35 Female | Arabic Sunni journalist Media PhD
11 33 Male | Arabic Shiite journalist Media PhD
12 40 Male |Arabic Sunni Professor Media PhD
13 22 Female | Arabic Shiite Professor journalism PhD
14 32 Female | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
15 25 Female | Arabic Shiite Professor journalism PhD
Engineering /
. .. . . ) Bachelor’s
16 43 Male | Arabic Shiite | Managing Editor | Journalism &
. degree
Media
. . . ) . . Bachelor’s
17 50 Male | Arabic Sunni Chief Editor journalism
degree
. . . . . . Bachelor’s
18 30 Male | Arabic Sunni journalist Political science
degree
) B Researcher in ) .
19 30 Male | Arabic Shiite ) . journalism PhD
Iragi press history
20 30 Male | Arabic Sunni journalist Journalism PhD
21 43 Male | Arabic Shiite Professor Media PhD
22 22 Male | Arabic Sunni Professor Journalism PhD
23 25 Male Kurdish journalist Media PhD

Table 2, Participants are experts
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Unveiling Orientalism in Disney’s Aladdin (1992)
Stereotypes, Power, and Representation

By: Dr. Ezaddeen Sulaiman Almutairi®

Abstract

This research examines Disney’s Aladdin (1992) through the lens of Edward Said’s
Orientalism theory. Said argues that Western stories often show Eastern cultures
as exotic, backward, and inferior. Aladdin does this by giving characters like Jafar
stereotypical features and accents, making Arabs seem dangerous or foolish. The study
uses a qualitative case study approach. It examines how Aladdin creates social distance
between viewers and the characters. It also examines how the film forms relationships
with viewers and uses Orientalism as a political tool. Results show that the film spreads
harmful stereotypes and misrepresents real cultures. It also makes Western culture seem
superior. The paper concludes that media producers should show cultures accurately.
This can build empathy, respect, and deeper understanding between people in today’s
world.

Keywords: Orientalism, Stereotypes, Media representation, Cultural perceptions.

(1) Assistant professor - King Saud University, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mass Com-
munication. email: aezaddeen@ksu.edu.sa
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1. Introduction

Our past—formed by the events, experiences, and moments we have lived through—
plays a significant role in shaping how we view and respond to the world around us
today. Media has been one of the most influential tools in forming these perceptions,
often embedding certain ideas and images deep into our collective understanding.
Looking back at popular films from the past few decades, such as Disney’s Aladdin
(1992), reveals how these media products may have influenced an entire generation.
Many who grew up watching these films now may enter leadership roles or shape social
discourse. Their perspectives may reflect the messages and images they absorbed
through media during their formative years.

Studying Aladdin today is not just about analyzing a nostalgic cartoon but about
understanding how early media shaped attitudes about culture, race, and identity.
Scholars have pointed out how the film presents an exoticized and stereotyped version
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of the Arab world, which can leave lasting impressions on viewers (Shaheen, 2001).
These portrayals did not exist in a vacuum; they were widely consumed and, for many
children, became one of their first points of contact with non-Western cultures.

In addition, films like Aladdin continue to circulate through streaming platforms,
merchandise, and even remakes—proving that their cultural impact has not faded.
Researchers such as Giroux (1994) and Hurley (2005) have discussed how Disney films
have shaped values and beliefs, particularly when it comes to race and otherness.
Studying these films today helps unpack how cultural narratives were built and allows us
to challenge lingering stereotypes that still show up in contemporary media and popular
culture.

Unlike popular belief, the art of Orientalism is widely evident in several films today.
The book “Orientalism” by Edward Said discusses Orientalism theory in films as the
main topic on an in-depth level. The author traces this theory back to the classical era
and maintains that it is encouraged by traditions, imaginative pressures, culture, and
institutions that are ideologically inherited if not repeated (Said, 1979). Moreover, Said
relates Orientalism in sciences and arts with Western domination in terms of the Orient.
The Disney Film Aladdin 1992 depicts characters from the Middle East regions but only
villains, such as Jafar’s Eastern accent (Khalifa, 2016). As children grow up watching
such portrayals, they often internalize these stereotypes, developing narrow or biased
views of Arab culture and identity.

A poll by Public Policy Polling revealed that a significant portion of Americans supported
military action against Agrabah—a fictional country from Disney’s Aladdin—with 30% of
Republicans and 19% of Democrats expressing support for bombing it (Public Policy
Polling, 2015; Volokh, 2015; Dearden, 2015; Yuhas, 2015). Media productions such
as Aladdin have influenced the perceptions of even well-educated individuals from
dominant cultural, economic, and military powers, leading some to support military
action against a fictional city that doesn’t exist. That makes it important to revisit films
like Aladdin and ask critical questions about what messages they sent and how those
messages might still influence thinking today. Therefore, through both Said’s theoretical
lens and the visual storytelling of Aladdin, we can see how Orientalism continues to
shape media representations in subtle but powerful ways, reinforcing skewed images of
the East that influence not only children but society at large.

2. Theoretical Framework

Edward Said’s groundbreaking work Orientalism (1978) fundamentally reshaped
how scholars examine Western representations of Eastern societies. His conceptual
framework reveals how centuries of European and American scholarship, art, and
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political discourse have systematically constructed the “Orient” as fundamentally
different from—and inferior to—the “Occident.” As Said demonstrates, this conceptual
division has never been neutral or objective or existed in literature or art alone but has
served to justify colonial domination and ongoing geopolitical interventions (Said, 1978).

Said outlines three key aspects of Orientalism. First, it functioned as an academic field
where European scholars studied Eastern cultures, often with the assumption that
they were superior to the people they studied. Second, Orientalism was also a broader
way of thinking that categorized the East and the West in oppositional terms—civilized
versus uncivilized, modern versus primitive. Lastly, Orientalism operated as a kind of
institutional power: through controlling knowledge about the East, the West maintained
political and cultural dominance (Said, 1978).

Orientalism theory highlights how Western portrayals systematically construct and
sustain ideas of the East as fundamentally “other.” Said emphasizes that Orientalism
is not merely academic but also “a style of thought based upon an ontological and
epistemological distinction made between ‘the Orient’ and... ‘the Occident” (Said, 1979,
p. 2). Disney’s Aladdin encapsulates these distinctions through its depiction of Middle
Eastern culture as exotic, mystical, and at times threatening, thereby reinforcing an
imaginative separation between the familiar West and an alien East.

Further, Said stresses the power dynamics inherent within Orientalist discourse, arguing
that it is “a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the
Orient” (Said, 1979, p. 3). Films like Aladdin serve not only as entertainment but as
vehicles for propagating cultural hegemony, creating representations that legitimize
Western perceptions and judgments about Middle Eastern societies. Thus, examining
these cultural products through Orientalism theory reveals the underlying ideological
implications shaping public attitudes and reinforcing them.

The Orientalism lens allows for exploring the implicit cultural dynamics between East
and West. Said (1979) describes Orientalism as a discourse rooted deeply in a Western
perspective that constructs and maintains the Orient as an exotic, inferior, and ultimately
manipulable other. This representation often translates into various cultural productions,
including films, which propagate certain stereotypes, thereby profoundly influencing
public perceptions. According to Said (1979), the portrayal of the Orient is not merely
an act of representation but a strategic assertion of Western superiority. Films such as
Aladdin exemplify these representational strategies by depicting characters in simplistic,
often stereotypical terms—such as the villain Jafar, who embodies the perceived Eastern
threat—thus reinforcing notions of inherent Western moral and cultural dominance.
By critically examining these portrayals, one can recognize how cinematic narratives
contribute to broader socio-political ideologies.
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A crucial part of Said’s argument is that knowledge is never neutral. Drawing from Michel
Foucault’s ideas about discourse and power, Said explains that studying and describing
the Orient was not just about curiosity but control. “Knowledge of the Orient,” he writes,
“because generated out of strength, in a sense creates the Orient” (Said, 1979, p. 40).
This means that the way the East has been represented in the West has shaped how
people understood it, often in ways that served colonial interests.

The influence of Orientalism as a theory has been far-reaching, especially in literature,
history, media, and cultural studies. However, some critics have pointed out that Said
sometimes treats Western discourse as too unified and does not always address the voices
or resistance of those represented (Lockman, 2004). Despite these critiques, Orientalism
remains indispensable for understanding how cultural representations intersect with
political power. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to help scholars, journalists, and
policymakers recognize how deeply embedded assumptions continue to shape cross-
cultural encounters and international relations today. The framework challenges us to
examine what we know about other cultures, how we come to know them, and whose
interests that knowledge ultimately serves.

3. Methodology

This paper examines the animated film Aladdin (1992) through the lens of Orientalism
theory, analyzing how the film constructs and perpetuates Orientalist ideologies for
Western audiences through its narrative and visual structures. Orientalism refers to the
ways knowledge is constructed about a particular subject or culture, encompassing
practices, representations, and ideas that shape how society discusses and perceives
certain groups, ultimately influencing behaviors, institutions, and social relations.

Adopting a qualitative analytical approach, the paper employs a case study method to
conduct a detailed contextual and textual analysis of Disney’s Aladdin. It focuses on
three key dimensions: the social parameters or distances established between viewers
and portrayed characters, the social relations formed between viewers and depicted
characters, and the use of Orientalism as a political tool within the film.

The case study methodology is appropriate for this research as it enables an in-depth
exploration of media texts within their broader cultural, social, and ideological contexts
(Yin, 2018; Creswell & Poth, 2018). As Stake (1995) emphasizes, case studies allow for
detailed analyses of complex phenomena within their natural settings, making them
particularly effective for examining nuanced interactions between viewers and media
representations.

Specifically, this analysis interprets how the film reflects the social practices of dominant
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groups, such as the United States, in constructing knowledge and power hierarchies
through representation. It also considers intertextuality within the film, exploring how
embedded thoughts, concepts, and thematic portrayals across scenes reinforce
Orientalist discourse. A case study is employed to uncover how visual and textual
elements depict people in ways that shape viewer perceptions, revealing the production
and consumption techniques that sustain Orientalist narratives within Aladdin.

4. Summary of Aladdin Film 1992

Aladdin is a charming orphaned boy who is so poor that he has to steal food from the
streets to feed himself. Jaffar is a powerful royal vicar who is obsessed with obtaining
a magical lamp so he can summon a genie to grant his wish of becoming Sultan. After
numerous futile attempts to get his hands on the magical lamp, his opportunity to get
it comes from an unexpected source in the form of Aladdin. Jasmine, the princess, is
caught in a predicament because the law states that she must find a husband or prince
within three days. The princess finds the pressure placed on her is too much, and she
decides to sneak out of the palace at night. While out in the town, she gets into trouble
and almost has her hands were almost chopped off, but Aladdin swoops in to be her
savior. Jaffar kidnaps Aladdin and sends him to the sea.

Jaffar also changes his strategy and forces Jasmine to marry him so that he can become
Sultan. On the other hand, the character of Aladdin summons a Genie and uses his
second wish to save himself from drowning. He arrives on time to interrupt the wedding
before marrying Princess Jasmine and turning into the Sultan. Aladdin’s lies catch up
with him as Jafar unmasks him as a poor, orphaned kid instead of the prince he claims
to be. Jaffar falls into the trick and turns himself into a Genie, not knowing that the
downside of being a Genie is to be a prisoner trapped in the lamp. Nonetheless, Aladdin
gets trapped in a particular magic lamp before everything gets back to normal. Aladdin’s
final wish grants the Genie’s freedom. The Sultan alters the law by allowing the princess
to marry whomever she wishes, making it possible for Aladdin and Jasmine to get
married.

5. The Remake of Aladdin with a Modern Influence

The story of Aladdin did not have a source before Antoine Galland, a French writer, in
his 1001 Nights during the 18th century. Galland asserted that he first heard the story
of Aladdin from a storyteller whose origins were in Syria. However, he claimed that it
originated from an exotic source within conventional literary devices. In modern times,
however, a memoir by Hanna Diyab, who resides in Syria, has raised doubts regarding
Galland as the inventor of the tale. Galland and Diyab met in 1709, where the latter shared
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a couple of stories, which he included in the 1001 Nights, including Aladdin, according
to historians (Isapour, n.d.). Yasmine Seale, the most recent translator, mentioned that
Diyab did not record his version of Aladdin, and there is a lack of clarity regarding
the extent to which the story originated from Galland or Diyab (Seale & Horta, 2018).
According to Seale and Horta (2018), Diyab’s contribution, briefly noted in Galland’s
diary as an oral performance, remains ultimately unknowable. They also added that in
many ways ‘Aladdin’ is a classic piece of early 18th Century French literature, with its
charm and its bigotries. In simple terms, although the story originated in Syria, Galland,
who held a colonial perception of Asia, retained the original sense of Aladdin.

The fascinating aspect of Aladdin’s origin is that while the 1001 Nights have undergone
traditional English translations to represent the Arabian Nights, the story’s background
did not originate from Arab culture, but instead from China. The Aladdin versions,
which appeared between the 19th and 20th centuries, provide a clear illustration that
Aladdin’s roots come from Asian cultures. Several chunks of Aladdin’s stage depictions
demonstrate that Chinese culture persisted into the 20th century (Seale & Horta, 2018).
For example, a British pantomime by Yellowface production from 1935 depicted the
cultural nuances of Aladdin in the Chinese artistic vigor. The myth of Aladdin represents a
cultural hodgepodge, featuring elements from both European and Chinese cultures. The
musical burlesque version of Aladdin, which debuted in 1880, features an actor whose
characteristics resembled the character in the yellow face, set against a contemporary
backdrop that depicts European culture. Following the emergence of Hollywood film,
American and European storytellers transformed the Aladdin story into a tale with a
Middle Eastern background. Most Hollywood studios featured an exotic setting, as well
as stereotypes that point out Arabian culture. However, not even a single Hollywood
production solidified this change more than Disney’s animated version of Aladdin.

Lessening the idea that art necessarily happens in the contemporary world is an opinion
that may have to receive the influence of much older ideas regarding the nature of the
artwork, just like in the story of Aladdin. Alluding to the ancients’ ideology, the element
does not solely rely on artworks that exist today but on the aesthetic experience that it
features. As Robinson (2023) notes, philosophical inquiry into art and beauty dates back
to the ancient Greeks and “largely treats these types of properties without discriminating
between their presence in manufactured artworks vs. aspects of nature” (para. 1),
reinforcing the idea that the aesthetic value of art transcends time and form.

From the above arguments, what amounts to pleasure inevitably enhances the aesthetic
experience of the artwork, depending on the different perceptions of viewers and
filmmakers. For example, shapes and colors in artworks are not just limited to the
present. However, their singularity defines their present features. The aesthetic value
of Aladdin is similar to that of the previous TV series, where the presence of cultural
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symbols indicates the uniqueness of the amalgamated Orient, triggering a sense of
emotional (aesthetic) being in the audience.

6. Stereotypes in the Aladdin Film

The stereotypes in Aladdin (1992) fall into the category of social parameters or distances
between viewers and portrayed characters because they construct a clear boundary
between “us” and “them.” As Shaheen (2001) explains, the film depicts Arabs as violent,
greedy, and uncivilized, reinforcing the notion that they belong to a world fundamentally
different from that of Western audiences. This portrayal does not invite viewers to
engage with Arab characters as equals but instead emphasizes their otherness, danger,
and exoticism. By framing Arab culture as backward and strange, the film maintains a
psychological and cultural distance, making it easier for viewers to see the characters
as caricatures rather than real people. This social distance is central to how stereotypes
operate: they simplify complex cultures into fixed images that separate the viewer
from the represented group, sustaining hierarchical perceptions rooted in Orientalist
ideologies.

According to Sim (2012), the construction of Orientalism represented in Disney films relates
to the evolution of the Western male gaze and colonial imagination toward Hollywood. This
perspective raises an additional concern when evaluating how the Aladdin film portrays
individuals of diverse ethnicities, particularly those from developing nations. Moreover,
Shaheen adds, “From 1896 until today, filmmakers have collectively indicted all Arabs as
Public Enemy #1 - brutal, heartless, uncivilized religious fanatics and money-mad cultural
‘others’ bent on terrorizing civilized Westerners” (Shaheen, 2001, p. 3).

The opening song of Disney’s Aladdin (1992), “Arabian Nights,” initially portrayed Arabs
as “barbaric,” prompting significant controversy and backlash. According to Wingfield
and Karaman (1995) and Alsultany (2019), this depiction was strongly criticized by
Arab American communities, notably leading the American Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee to actively protest and demand that Disney alter or remove these stereotypical
and offensive portrayals from the film. Due to the protest that occurred soon after the
release of Aladdin in 1992, the song’s lyrics were transformed into a home video version,
which was released in 1993.

According to Alsultany (2019), the lines within the song, “Where they cut off your ear/
If they don’t like your face,” had undergone a replacement with the words, “Where it’s
flat and immense/ And the heat is intense.” On the contrary, the following line, “It’s
barbaric, but hey, it’s home,” was retained. Such transformations still contribute to the
construction of “ barbarism, “ which is intended to provoke the community. Even after
the protest, the existing constructions in Disney’s Aladdin film demonstrate that the
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animated film intentionally stereotypes Arabs and labels them as barbaric roles, thus
strengthening the stereotypic practice that aims to provoke the Arabs.

The portrayal of ethnic identity linked to villainy is a prominent technique in Disney’s
Aladdin (1992), which starkly distinguishes between “us” and “they” (Shaheen, 2001;
Alhamshary, 2019). As an audience, it’s important to understand this technique. In the
film, characters with lighter skin tones—like Aladdin, Jasmine, and the Sultan—are
framed as heroic, good, and often Americanized figures, symbolizing virtue and moral
clarity (Rahayu, Abdullah, & Udasmoro, 2015). In contrast, darker-skinned characters—
such as Jafar, the guards, and various market merchants—are depicted with wicked
features and sinister roles, reinforcing a visual stereotype that equates dark skin with
evil intent (Alhamshary, 2019; Rahayu et al., 2015). This color-coded characterization
aligns with the broader mechanism of othering, which dichotomizes group identities into
morally oppositional categories (Alhamshary, 2019).

Moreover, the exclusion of Black or dark-skinned identities in Aladdin helps construct
a Western-imagined racial hierarchy consumed by Western audiences through
animation (Alhamshary & Aldahdali, 2024; Rahayu, Abdullah, & Udasmoro, 2015). The
film consistently positions lighter-skinned characters—such as Aladdin—as heroic and
virtuous. In contrast, darker-skinned figures like Jafar, the palace guards, and marketplace
vendors are depicted as villainous, greedy, or dangerous. This racialized visual coding
reinforces the notion that physical darkness equates with moral corruption—a classic
“us” versus “they” dichotomy. Jafar’s exaggerated features —tall stature, hooked nose,
dark complexion—symbolize his wicked intent and align him with non-Western “others,”
perpetuating the stereotype that dark-skinned men are inherently sinister (Rahayu et al.,
2015; Alhamshary & Aldahdali, 2024).

7. Orientalism in Aladdin and its Effects on Children

Orientalist representations in Aladdin (1992) shape the social relations children form
with their characters by embedding notions of cultural hierarchy and difference. As
Giroux (1997) argues, Disney films like Aladdin teach children to view Western traits
as normative and superior while portraying Arab characters as exotic, uncivilized, or
comical. This framing influences how children relate to these characters, fostering
admiration for the Westernized hero and distancing themselves from characters depicted
with stereotypical Middle Eastern features or accents. Consequently, children internalize
a worldview where Arab identities become objects of fantasy, ridicule, or fear rather
than sources of genuine identification or empathy. Such skewed social relations have
long-term effects, reinforcing cultural prejudices and shaping how children perceive and
interact with people from those backgrounds in real life.
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Several young adults who grew up during the release of the Disney films were exposed
to Orientation knowingly and unknowingly. Children considered Aladdin among their
favorite films due to the animated effect. Some individuals assert that at the beginning,
they never realized the stereotypical nature of the film. Still, after several times watching
it, they began to believe that all Arabs are the exact representation of the characters
in Aladdin. According to Pletsch (1977), Nietzsche’s theory regarding history asserts
that purely historical education is poisonous to society in a similar way that historical
psychology can impair an individual’s life. The unconscious form of orientalism in
children’s minds is heavily reinforced within Disneyworld, creating the possibility that
the children may carry such perceptions into adulthood.

As Said (1979) explains, the Orient is not a passive subject of study but rather a Western
construction shaped by cultural traditions, institutions, and imaginative forces. This
construction is often projected onto people from the East without regard to their objective
complexity or agency. This constructed image, repeated through films, literature, and
other cultural forms, reinforces Western superiority and limits the intellectual and social
freedom of those being portrayed.

Considering the first verse of the song, Aladdin paints an artificial image of the character’s
home in a way that seems impossible to live in and labels it as “a faraway place.” The
depiction paints an image of the negativity and unattractiveness of the Arabic residents
in the minds of children. Generally, it also features “traditional” Arabs, whose images
portray unclean tunics, large hooked noses, helmets, and rotten teeth that portray a
sense of exaggeration. Western children who are familiar with the Aladdin film and are
on the verge of understanding the world may be able to identify Jasmine and Aladdin
quickly due to their clean-cut appearance and American accents. However, this instills
a negative notion in a child’s mind since the “traditional” Arabs often look different,
have Arabic dialects, and are sometimes villains. Therefore, Western children may begin
stereotyping Arabs with a view that all Arabs are dirty and have bad teeth, which creates
Islamophobia.

Disney World utilizes a “world-as-exhibition” technique, forcing spectators to tour a gift
shop related to the journey’s theme. For instance, once viewers finish riding Aladdin’s
Magic Carpet Ride, they head to the exit door, which, in turn, leads them to the Aladdin
Gift Shop entrance that lacks any alternative path that leads to the final exit. Moreover,
children would be thrilled to buy Jasmine’s “authentic” outfit, their magical carpet toy,
and probably Aladdin’s magic lamp, which is also regarded as “authentic” in the film.
The film showcases the vicinity, which was once developed for viewing an environment
designated for spiritual mystery, as currently a place filled with shops, park rides,
and “real” characters. Children growing up to become adults while watching Disney
films believe the company holds true to every element they show. As such, adults and
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children at this age are automatically accepted. For instance, Arabian men are featured
as scary and mean, like the depiction of the character Jaffar; all Arabian women adore
scandalous dresses, such as Jasmine, and lead inhabitable lives.

Building on this, Said argues that Western culture has long reshaped the “Orient.” It has
been turned into a carefully curated spectacle—"a place of romance, exotic beings,
haunting memories and landscapes” —designed for Western consumption (Said, 1979,
p. 1). The East thus becomes, in Disraeli’s phrase, “a career” for Europeans (Said, 1979,
p. 2). Imperial powers recast living societies as themed displays, ready for purchase,
exhibition, and fantasy projection. Disney’s mandatory gift shop detour repeats that
same logic. Guests must pass rows of magic-lamp trinkets and “authentic” Jasmine
costumes. Each item sells a pre-packaged fantasy of Arab identity. Historical nuance is
stripped away, yet the commodity allure is intensified. In this way, nineteenth-century
Orientalist fairs have morphed into twenty-first-century theme-park boutiques. The same
imperial gaze now resurfaces in colorful merchandise and curated selfie backdrops.

8. Orientalism as a Political Weapon

The film’s interest in the region of Baghdad in American cinema was revived after the
initial Gulf War. This incident occurred decades after the initial presentation in the
region when Disney’s Aladdin mushroomed in 1992. The slight adjustments made since
American cinema only entailed the elimination of orientalist tropes in the country. Besides
confirming the persistence of consistent orientalist tropes, Aladdin also dispenses a
glimpse of the transformation or some unchanging situation of the orientalist’s opinion
of the Eastern residence. The conclusion is based on the fact that the latest iconography
emerged, but the previous characters remained undisturbed. During the launch, Aladdin
began with a little, brown, and turbaned gentleman possessing an absurdly big nose.
The man was featured taking a ride via camel through a desert while enjoying the rhythm
of the songs he sang.

Oh, | come from a land

From a faraway place

Where the caravan camel’s roam

Where they cut off your ear

If they don’t like your face

It’s barbaric, but hey, it’s home (IMDb, 1992).

By the time he alighted from the camel, the young man had addressed the view openly:
“Ahh, Salam, and good evening to you” (IMDb, 1992). From the sentiments noted
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above, it is evident that the viewer was a conspicuous visitor in that region, a tourist
whom he welcomes after the attempt to auction his items in exchange for currency. As
such, the viewer envisions him as an adventurer. Since the viewer cannot auction his
stock (he seems to panic as if the buyers were uninterested and bored with the items),
he deviates from the shame by telling a story concerning a lamb he owns, which he
was readily selling to anyone interested. As the film proceeds, viewers are taken to a
historical time to understand the ancient story, which leaves them concluding that the
previous glimpse of the city they accessed was prepared in the present.

Aladdin outlines the complicated relationship between the Middle Eastern countries and
the United States. Western culture usually frames the Arab world in a way that reveals
a specific cultural inequality. In his book, Orientalism, Said asserted that “Orientalism is
more particularly valuable as a sign of European-Atlantic power over the Orient” (Said,
1979, p. 6). The narrative within the film outlines power instability as an element, which
is regarded as a sensitive question. Not even a single culture within this battlefield
seems to have complete independence. For instance, Jafar and the Sultan are equally
dependent on one another regarding hypnotization and hierarchical position. Both
Jasmine and Aladdin reside under the confined laws of marriage and social status. Even
though the Genie seems to be free, he serves the position of an enslaved individual
in the eyes of his master. The exact political base illustrates a parallel notion in the
instability portrayed.

Scurry demonstrates that Aladdin mirrors a significant bit of extreme political Orientalism.
The author draws a resemblance between the immense magical strength that the Genie
possesses, including a tiny lamp, as well as the art of waiting between the enormous
riches under the sand around the city as well as the atomic power “now available in
the East as a by-product of the wealth emanating from the wondrous wealth below the
surface of Arabia” (Scurry, 2010, p. 28). The image serves as an element of Orientalism
in the film that could not have all the oriental features in the film. Aladdin, however,
represents the belief that Westerners are more educated about the East than their
antecedents.

The view of the film suggests that there are two realms of dichotomy in the Eastern
regions: the riches within the walls of the palace as well as the impoverished slums
within upper-class neighborhoods. The gigantic castle overshadows thousands of poor
communities, although only a handful of individuals are spotted on several occasions.
It is evident that Disneyworld oriented the Aladdin film into the Western perception
that wealth has a close link to political power in a similar way that Jaffar, “Whoever
has the gold [ or oil perhaps] makes the rules!” (IMDb, 1992). The observation within
the film generally outlines a hierarchical distinction between the ruler and the ruled, a
Westernized ideology oriented in the East.
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The filmmakers magnified the physical “characteristics” of Arab characters to amplify
their negative traits. Disney villains are frequently coded through color, shadow, and
exaggerated features to visually signal evil (Kinger, 2022; Scheuren, n.d.). In Aladdin,
for instance, Jafar is depicted with a dark color palette, deep shadows, a hooked nose,
and sharp facial angles—all of which contribute to his “othering” and moral separation
from the lighter-skinned, Westernized heroes. These visual strategies reinforce an “us”
versus “them” binary, where darkness and excess become shorthand for villainy and
foreignness. The difference between pure and evil is significantly vocal in Aladdin. An
exemplary technique is coloring- the deliberate use of red to represent evil and blue to
represent good occurs several times in the film. The purpose of the colors in coupled
conflict is unique from the usual complementary use of the colors.

Having conflicting colors indicates an environment consistent with the Americans. The
nature of this binary opposition is not universal but rather U.S.-specific because of
the historical encounters with the Eastern world (Scurry, 2010). Jafar and lago are in
red; everything turns red under Jafar’s hypnotization, and even his palace cellar is red.
In Judeo-Christian culture, this connection between red and evil has its origins. The
filmmakers imagine that Lucifer has red skin, and hell is usually envisioned to be red.
The apple in Eden’s Garden (related to the sin paradigm) is red. The serpent caused
Genesis to fall; Jafar usually carries around his stick, which has the head of a serpent
carved on it. In addition to cultural beliefs, the color red could also refer to the heat, a
characteristic of the climate in the Middle East. Blue, on the contrary, is related to water.
The significance of water in the Middle East is distinct, such that the good has to exist
in the world so that it can defeat the worst side of situations or elements. The characters
of Aladdin, Jasmine, and Genie embody the ‘blue’ element of the film, and it comes as
no surprise that they have characteristics synonymous with Western culture.

The structure of the Aladdin film entirely orients its themes and characters. Even though
it seemed veiled, there were monkeys, scantily-clad girls, fire breathers, sadistic security
men holding gigantic regalia, flying carpets, and individuals working in coal areas. The
city is cited as brutal, such that “a fool of his guard could fall and fall hard” (IMDb, 1992).
Unfortunately, the princess almost had her hand cut off because of “stealing” just a
piece of fruit to feed hungry children. The princess and Aladdin flew over the pyramids at
the musical magic competition and eventually landed at a place that resembles China,
finished by fireworks (Dias, 2021; Beviano, n.d.). Besides, Nadel (1997) hinted that all
the participants played dual roles virtually; their characters shifted, and they all stepped
in and out of evil or good, mighty or meek personas, dispensing the unreliability and
uncertainty of the Eastern region.

Jafar serves as the only character, let alone the violent palace guards and the swarthy
men who portray an Arabic accent, even though it appears in a “villain-like” voice, which
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is scary (IMDb, 1992). On the other hand, Genie, Aladdin, the King, the animals, and
Jasmine talk in a way that demonstrates the Western accent to grasp a better connection
with the audience. It could be argued that this practice, consciously or unconsciously,
asserts that filmmakers provide the perception that all men from Arab countries have
mean expressions, large noses, and long beards, conforming to the societal attitudes
that construct the rising Islamophobia. According to Riegl, the commemorative value of
a piece of art is usually determined by its makers, especially when the use is intentional
(Ahmer, 2020). Disney intentionally structured the characteristics of Jafar to establish an
assumption that Western culture is more valuable than Eastern culture.

Genie is among the characters with a differentiated instance of European gaze.
He acts as a filter in which viewers can easily recognize the Orient. The Quran, for
example, asserts that God created the Jinn from the “fire of a scorching wind” (Islam
Awakened, n.d.) The Jinn is an evil creature, cunning and entrapped in a bottle. The
Aladdin 1992 filmmakers had the know-how regarding Genie’s appearance, making an
entirely Westernized version. The art contradicts other films, such as “The Adventures
of Aladdin,” where the Jinn represents the Genie. However, it portrays an Arabian
essence with a blend of the aura of a powerful being. The Jinn is metamorphosed into
a quirky version of himself to impersonate famous personalities from Westernized talk
shows. Nevertheless, it is practically an element that designates God’s most incredible
creation, which existed before humankind. The magic within the film provides it with
a more “satisfying” mystical and exotic touch, which is beneficial for the creation of
Orientalism. Aladdin 1992 combines several cultures within the Middle East to create
a powerful sense of the Orient, such as making Agrabah seem like the Taj Mahal and
giving the Rajah (Jasmine’s pet) an Indian name.

The film Aladdin solidly supports several Orientalist tropes from the start, with a song
played and well-worn imagery utilized to foreshadow the final battle. By the time viewers
are given a hint about the evil villain Jaffar, he has accrued considerable exaggerated
features. He had substantial, ornate features, which appeared black, alongside a long,
curly beard (IMDb, 1992). Besides, his voice also portrayed a native Arab accent. The
illustration of gender equality and how women are treated within Agrabah City reveals
more about the perception of scriptwriters in Arab societies. Princess Jasmine, the central
female character, appeared upset by the forced marriage her father had initiated. She
even escaped from home to seek refuge at the market center, where vendors harassed
her intimately. Otherwise, the remaining women appear as lustful belly dancers, vying for
the main actor, Aladdin, alongside other men featured in the film.

It seems that the significant Orientalist trope associated with Aladdin is the portrayal
he made of Eastern women. As the film commences, Aladdin nearly gets caught in a
harem while attempting to escape the security guards, a scene rarely seen in cinema.
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When he masqueraded as Prince Ali, he blended into the highly guarded palace, where
he met half-dressed dancing girls. After that, the Genie quickly adopted the role of one
of them in a different harem. Surprisingly, the princess never appeared in a half-dressed
way to the point that she even took on the role of an intimacy temptress to fool Jaffar.
As a result, the first song in the film directs the viewer that “Arabian nights ... are hotter
than hot, in a lot of good ways” (IMDb, 1992). The young man featured in the song
referred to Baghdad as the “City of Mystery, of enchantment” when he pulled the face of
his camel to him and nuzzled it lavishly, yet the camel responded with an unusual look
(IMDb, 1992). The primary illusion is that Western intimacy mores are not applicable in
the region; women present themselves as asexually available, whereas men show a
lack of sex satisfaction. The film’s portrayal of most women, such as Princess Jasmine,
in a scanty dress code, such as belly dancing costumes, connotes Arabian women as
sexual objects who are specifically seductresses. Even though some may argue that
such women belong to the harem-dwelling prostitutes, there are no explanations as to
why Agrabah (a conservative society), which makes its women veil their bodies, may be
comfortable in seeing the princess in a dress code similar to the prostitutes portrayed
in the previous scenes.

The Aladdin’s film represents culture in the Hegelian dialectic of nature and culture.
According to Alsultany (2019), all the characters within the film possess dual qualities,
blending at least one disguise. Even the entire film is a disguise in itself. As such, Western
culture advertises its way of life through the lens of the Arabs from the Middle East. The
film explores how Western paradigms shaped the context of the Arabs, resulting in a
film that blends the Arab and Western worlds through the lens of Western civilization’s
master positioning, power, and post-Gulf War influence in the U.S. Such a context
provides a distinct form of colonized platform for American destiny. The primary intent
of the filmmakers was to idealize the minds of the audience (children) into believing that
the distinct culture of the Arab world can be incorporated into the American elements
harmoniously. As such, the audience from the original Arab platform receives a false
interpretation of the film’s context. According to Scurry (2010), the multiculturalism of
today experiences deprivation of its significant other. It is like decaffeinated coffee,
stripped of its original essence of caffeine. Moreover, Said asserts that “ideas, cultures,
and histories cannot seriously be understood or studied without their force or, more
precisely, their configurations of power” (Said, 1979, p. 6). The assertion contradicts
Disney’s world, which distorts the reality of Arabic culture, diminishing its originality
and authenticity. The filmmakers’ audio commentary notes that Aladdin’s character
represents the figure of Tom Cruise, an American actor. At the same time, Jasmine
is based on the face of Mark Henn’s daughter, an American animator whose figure
was carefully studied by a professional model. Moreover, Genie resembled the famous
American media “gurus,” showmen, and actors.
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9. Conclusion

The animated film Aladdin portrays the Orientalism theory depicted in the Disney world
by presenting the unreliability and uncertainty of Arab countries, which impacts not
only children but society as a whole. Through its characters and opening lyrics, the
film portrays Arabs as bad people, terrorists, and villains. The differentiation of skin
colors, where Aladdin is light-skinned and guards and other characters, such as Jafar,
are dark-skinned, is an exclusionary technique that yields stereotypical queries within
the film. Children are exposed to stereotypical features that paint Arabs as unattractive
and detrimental—an element that grounds stereotypical thoughts in the minds of the
young generation. The visual and auditory in the film contrast as exclusionary devices,
reinforcing cultural hierarchies and normalizing racial and ethnic stereotypes (Shaheen,
2001).

The film also reflects broader global power imbalances by embedding Western values
into its plot and characterization. Aladdin and Jasmine represent ideals like personal
freedom, choice, and defiance of tradition—values often associated with the modern
West. In contrast, the film casts other characters as upholding outdated or oppressive
norms. Jasmine’s storyline appears to challenge patriarchal constraints but ultimately
aligns with Western feminist ideals rather than representing the cultural nuances of
Middle Eastern societies. This framing positions Arab culture as needing rescue or
reform through Western influence. As Giroux (1997) notes, such portrayals are not
simply misunderstandings; they are political and ideological tools that affirm the West’s
dominance. It is crucial for studios to rethink how they frame these narratives, moving
away from depictions that reinforce cultural division or superiority.

This study also found that Aladdin creates clear emotional and psychological distance
between viewers and Arab-coded characters. Children are naturally drawn to characters
like Aladdin, Jasmine, or the Genie—who speak in familiar accents and reflect Western
norms. Meanwhile, characters with darker skin, heavier accents, or traditional clothing
are often marked as different, sometimes even perceived as threatening. This contrast
subtly teaches viewers who they should identify with and who they should fear or
dismiss. It supports Said’s (1978) view that Orientalism is more than a visual trope—it is
a way of structuring knowledge about the East from a Western point of view.

In addition, Aladdin employs Orientalist themes to advance Western narratives of control
and superiority subtly. The East is framed as chaotic, strange, and in need of order—
something Western-coded characters seem to provide naturally. These messages may
not be immediately apparent to children, but they are nonetheless absorbed. Over time,
they shape how young audiences understand the world and their place in it. In Aladdin,
the story is not just about magic and romance—it is also about who is civilized, who is
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dangerous, and who gets to lead. These ideas reflect broader global patterns of power
and influence and are particularly impactful because they are often presented in an
entertaining format.

Therefore, promoting media literacy is crucial. Children need the tools to question what
they see on screen. Parents, educators, and content creators all share the responsibility
of helping them recognize stereotypes, decode cultural messages, and distinguish fact
from fiction. More importantly, there is a growing need for inclusive storytelling—where
people from different backgrounds get to tell their own stories. Authentic voices can
offer complexity, nuance, and truth, helping to undo the damage of one-dimensional
portrayals that have dominated media for decades.

Ultimately, Disney’s Aladdin is a compelling case of how Orientalist ideas persist in
popular entertainment. Although presented as innocent fun, the film perpetuates
harmful stereotypes and reinforces a worldview in which Western values are deemed
superior. These messages shape more than just children’s imaginations; they influence
attitudes toward entire cultures and regions. If media creators aim to educate and
entertain responsibly, they must commit to accuracy, empathy, and fairness. By doing
so, they can help build a future where stories connect rather than divide—and where
every culture is portrayed with the dignity it deserves.
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Communication Efforts of Saudi Government Health
Institutions and Their Relationship to Enhancing
Health Awareness Among the Saudi Public

A Study of Ministry of Health and Saudi Food and Drug
Authority Accounts on X Platform

Abstract

The current research study aimed to examine the communication efforts made by health
institutions, represented and showcased by the Ministry of Health and the Saudi Food
and Drug Authority in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in enhancing health awareness
among the Saudi audience. To this end, such health institutions within the scope of
this research study were further examined to better understand how they used “X” to
disseminate and communicate awareness messages on health-related topics and the
communication strategies employed in such focused messages. Equally important,
it also sought to further explore the extent to which these strategies influenced the
audience affective, cognitive, and behavioural responses. Furthermore, the research
study aimed to understand the forms of interaction between the Saudi audience and
the awareness messages published on the official accounts of such institutions under
study via “X».
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Technical and directorial features of television production
and their impact on the content of the media message

A survey study of employees at Jazan and Abha TV stations

ABSTRACT

The present study aims to highlight the artistic features related to montage and direction.
It also aims to identify the extent of its ability to attract and increase the viewership of
Saudi Arabia television due to the highlighting of the form and content of the message
by employing the available artistic elements to produce a good and influential media
message that has an influence on the viewer. To highlight the latest technologies pertaining
to production and direction used in broadcast programs, such as news bulletins, by
demonstrating modern, advanced methods to contribute to improving the content of
the media message by applying it to Saudi Arabia television employees. This study tries
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to answer an important question in the audio-visual media scene: What are the artistic
and directorial features of television production? What is the extent of its influence on
the content of the media message? This research is an applied descriptive one based
on the media survey approach using two data collection tools: the questionnaire and the
research interview. It included a regular random sample representing a sample of a larger
community that includes directors and technicians working in the Saudi Broadcasting
Authority (SBA), by applying it to the Authority’s branches in each of the city of Jazan
and Abha, with (75) research items.

The study concluded to a number of prominent conclusions as follows:

1. Messages presented on Saudi Arabia Television through news bulletins contribute
to forming a mental image for the Saudi public about the most prominent local and
global issues.

2. The concepts of the new policies and plans for Saudi Arabia Television are consistent
with the pace of development in the field of the modern digital revolution in line with
the Kingdom'’s Vision 2030, which is considered one of the most prominent effects
and repercussions of the use of modern technologies.

Recommendations of the Study:

1. To highlight the scarcity of specialized courses in the field of media message
production and direction, by providing training programs to qualify and train
members of television work to use the latest television broadcasting technologies.

2. To reconsider the employment structure in the media sector due to its clear
deficiency, especially in the television and radio field, by providing practical job
opportunities for male and female graduates of media colleges in Saudi universities.
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Peer-reviewed scientific research:

Representations of National Identity in Saudi Television Series and Their Role in
Promoting Cultural Belonging
A Field Study in Light of Cultural Cultivation Theory

Dr. Majid F. Al-Shaibani

Beyond Western Paradigms: Media System Transformation in Post-Authoritarian
Iraq

A Comparative Analysis of Ba’athist and Consociational Media Landscapes Through
Expert Perspectives

Dr. Haitham Hadi Numan

Unveiling Orientalism in Disney’s Aladdin (1992): Stereotypes, Power, and

Representation
Dr. Ezaddeen Sulaiman Almutairi

Scientific dissertations:

142

Communication Efforts of Saudi Government Health Institutions and Their
Relationship to Enhancing Health Awareness Among the Saudi Public

A Study of Ministry of Health and Saudi Food and Drug Authority Accounts on X
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Prepared by: . Budour Radi Taraheeb Al-Mutairi
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