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Media Policies Under Different Political Systems

A Comparative Study Between the United States, North Korea, and
Pakistan

Raja bin Ghazi Mutlaq Al-Otaibi®
Ahmad bin Turki Shayesh Al-Ali®

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the relationship between political systems (democratic,
authoritarian, and developing states) and the media, with afocus on three national models:
the United States, North Korea, and Pakistan. The study employs a combination of media
content analysis and in-depth interviews to provide a comprehensive understanding
of how political systems influence domestic media, the political factors shaping this
relationship, and how these dynamics are reflected in the coverage of national and local
issues. The study adopts a qualitative approach and uses the comparative method to
examine the relationship between political systems and media in these countries. It is
grounded in the Comparative Media Systems Theory.

(1)  PhD Researcher, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University.
(2) PhD Researcher, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University.
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The findings indicate that democratic systems, such as that of the United States,
allow for greater media independence compared to authoritarian regimes like North
Korea, where media is tightly controlled and functions as a propaganda tool for the
ruling authority. In contrast, developing countries like Pakistan face dual challenges, as
domestic censorship overlaps with international pressures, resulting in a more complex
media environment.

The study also highlights that political factors—such as economic power, political
pressure, and censorship—play a pivotal role in shaping media content in each country.
For example, in democracies, although laws exist to protect media freedom, political
funding and economic influence can still undermine media independence. The study
proposes a set of safeguards to help maintain media independence across various
political systems, including strengthening legislation for press freedom, developing
independent media infrastructures, and finding a balanced approach between regulation
and media control by governments in different political contexts.

Keywords: Domestic Media, Political Systems, Democracy, Authoritarianism,
Developing Countries, Media Independence, Media Discourse.
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The Role of Social Media in Promoting Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Culture Among University Students

A Field Study

Dr. Saleh bin Barak Al-Anzi
Ms. Lara bint Saleh Al-Anzi®

Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the role of social media in promoting an entrepreneurial
culture among university students in Saudi Arabia. A descriptive-analytical approach
was applied to a field sample of 182 students from three leading Saudi universities,
selected through simple random sampling to ensure appropriate representation. The
sample featured diversity in academic disciplines and levels, supporting the study’s
objectives.

The findings revealed that social media platforms are significant sources of entrepreneurial
and innovative content, with over half of the participants using them for more than four
hours daily. Platforms such as X and YouTube emerged as the most favored by students
interested in entrepreneurship. Most participants expressed intentions to launch future
entrepreneurial ventures and showed strong interest in educational content and success
stories. The study emphasizes the need to enhance university environments with
training and guidance programs to develop entrepreneurial skills and support students
in transforming their ideas into viable projects.
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(1) Academic Researcher Specializing in Media and Communication.

(2) Researcher in Public Relations, Advertising, and Communication.
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The Cognitive, Affective, and Behavioral Impacts of Media
Campaigns

A Survey Study on the Audiences of Al-Wedad Charity Association in
Saudi Arabia
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Mr. Sarhan Ali Al-Qarni @

Mr. Abdulaziz Ali Al-Khuthami @

Abstract:

The study aimed to investigate the follow-up of media campaign programs presented
by the Al-Wedad Charity Association, to identify the main cognitive, emotional, and
behavioral impacts of the media campaigns provided by the association, and to
examine the statistically significant differences in these impacts attributed to variables

(1) Associate Professor in the Department of Public Relations, Faculty of Communication and Media, King
Abdulaziz University.

(2) Researcher in Public Relations and Media.
(8) Researcher in Public Relations and Media.
(4) Researcher in Public Relations and Media.
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such as gender, age, and educational level. Researchers used a questionnaire to
gather responses from a sample of approximately 180 families, including those hosting
orphaned children and donors to the association.

One of the most significant findings was that the audience’s follow-up of the media
campaigns contributes to increasing trust in the association’s staff. Most of the
programs offered by Al-Wedad are purposeful, and the association’s posts on social
media have equipped recipients with skills for raising orphaned children. The media
campaign executed by Al-Wedad increased the target audience’s engagement.
Furthermore, the audience became more convinced of the importance of the initiative,
even in terms of empathy towards orphaned children. Additionally, the media campaign
made the audience feel that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia cares for the welfare of
orphaned children through charitable organizations. It helped raise awareness about
the importance of spreading the culture of hosting and donating to the association, and
the public became more eager to learn everything related to Al-Wedad. Notably, there
were statistically significant differences in the average responses of the study sample
regarding emotional impacts.

Key recommendations include that the institutional communication management should
focus on creating and disseminating positive messages to stakeholders transparently,
emphasizing the need for flexible communication between donors and hosts. The study
recommends diversifying communication strategies by showcasing community initiative
content and focusing on videos.

Keywords: Media campaigns - Reputation enhancement - Non-profit sector.
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Attitudes of Public Relations Practitioners Towards
Implementing Total Quality Standards and Their Relationship
with the Performance of Public and Private Sector Public
Relations Departments in Saudi Organizations

A Comparative Applied Study

Prepared by: Dr. Sultana bint Mukhtar Al-Otaibi
Supervised by: Prof. Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Nami

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the relationship between the attitudes of public relations
practitioners towards the application of comprehensive quality standards in public
relations departments, and to know their attitudes towards their application in public
relations programs in public and private Saudi organizations, and to reveal the extent
of their application in public relations departments, in addition to knowing the levels
of their application, and the extent of practitioners’ understanding and awareness of
the concept of comprehensive quality. ...and revealing its availability in public relations
departments, and the obstacles to its application in public relations departments. To
achieve this, the researcher used the descriptive approach based on the questionnaire
tool to collect data from the sample, and the study was applied to a simple random
sample of 119 individuals from public relations practitioners using the comprehensive
census method of public relations practitioners in ministries, public bodies and the
largest 100 private companies in Saudi Arabia.

The results of the current study in its theoretical aspect indicate that the scientific
review of theoretical approaches, especially the scientific accumulation that focused
on employing the theory of excellence in public relations, contributes significantly to
the application of comprehensive quality standards in public relations management in
organizations.

The field study reached a number of results, the most prominent of which were: Women
constitute the largest percentage of public relations practitioners in the Kingdom. The
results of the study showed that the income of public relations practitioners in Saudi
governmental and private organizations is high (15,000) riyals or more. The results of the
study showed that public relations practitioners are not receiving training courses in the
field of total quality, while in contrast, the practitioners are highly capable of learning the
basics of total quality. The study concluded that public relations practitioners believe in
the importance of total quality and cooperation with all departments and administrations
to implement it in public relations programs.

The study revealed that the level of practicing the application of total quality in public
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relations communication programs in governmental and private organizations was
high, and its most important manifestations are represented by the interest of the
public relations department in the satisfaction of stakeholders, and the encouragement
of the public relations department in positive relations among its employees, and the
management measuring the extent to which the operational objectives of the department
were achieved.

The results of the study showed that the attitudes of public relations practitioners
towards the application of total quality management in public relations communication
programs in governmental and private organizations were largely positive. The most
important of these attitudes was the desire for public relations management to have
an operational plan and to be keen on establishing positive relationships at all levels of
management, in addition to working on professional development.

The study showed the existence of many obstacles and challenges that prevent the
application of comprehensive quality standards in public relations management, and
that the most important of these obstacles is the absence of training programs in the
fields of comprehensive quality management, the increasing administrative burdens on
public relations practitioners, and the lack of awareness among public relations workers
of the importance of comprehensive quality management.

The study found that there are no differences in the attitudes of public relations
practitioners between public and private sector organizations, which indicates positive
trends and keenness in the public sector to provide high-quality services to the public.
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The Role of Morning Television Programs in Promoting
Health Awareness During the Coronavirus Crisis

A Descriptive Analytical Study of a Sample of Saudi Morning Television
Programs

Prepared by: Ms. Maryam Abdulrahman Mungqari
Supervised by: Prof. Dr. Awad Ibrahim Awad

Abstract:

The current study aims to demonstrate the role played by Saudi television morning
shows in developing health awareness during the outbreak of Coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic, when many countries implemented home quarantine restrictions
to help limit the spread of the virus. The study directly sought to determine the role that
television morning shows play in health education for the public of various categories.
It clarified the role of television morning shows in educating the public and pushing
them to change their behavior during the outbreak of Coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic, and identify the extent of the success of television morning shows in providing
viewers with health information that helps them take the right behavior during the crisis.
This study is one of the descriptive studies based on the descriptive analytical approach
using the study tools, which are the content analysis tools and the questionnaire. The
study sample consisted of 36 episodes of Saudi morning television shows, which are
(Sabah Al-Arabiya, Sabah Al Khair Ya Arab, and Sabah Al-Saudia). It was selected in
a systematic, random manner, and the available sample was 402 viewers of Saudi
morning television shows in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study concluded a set of the most important conclusions as follows :One of the most
important reasons for the public to watch health morning shows is to stay informed ,as
Saudi morning television shows provide viewers with the latest news and information
about the latest developments in the region .The study revealed a large degree of public
interest in health educational content that presented by television morning shows .The
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study recommends a number of recommendations ,the most important of which are:
providing more interviews with health experts and professionals ,intensifying television
shows that are concerned with creating a healthy lifestyle and focusing on physical
activity and exercise.
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