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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the developmental ability of beginning and advance L1
English learners of Arabic to pronounce standard Arabic geminate consonants when enrolled in a
full time L2 program. The results showed that English learners produced shorter closure duration
when pronouncing geminates. In particular, the beginners lengthened singletons more than the
advanced learners did, while both groups of learners shortened geminates much more so than
native speakers of Arabic. The advanced L1 English learners of Arabic produced longer
geminate duration than beginners. The ultimate result was a smaller ratio between singleton and

geminate consonants in comparison to native speakers of Arabic.

KeyWords: L1, L2, consonantal length contrasts, closure duration, geminate, singleton, ratio,
acquisition, Arabic Learners, English, Markedness Differential Hypothesis, Speech Learning

Model, Perceptual Assimilation Model, Ontogeny Phylogeny Model.
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