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Study Abstract

This study aims to identify the difficulties of oral communication (listening
and speaking) for the Chinese students at Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University.

In order to achieve the aforementioned aim, the study has depended on the
descriptive method in determining the linguistic difficulties of study's sample,
by using the questionnaire tool: a linguistic difficulties questionnaire for the
listening skill and a linguistic difficulties questionnaire for the speaking skill.
Each questionnaire is consisted of four main axes, the listening difficulties skill
questionnaire includes (24) phrases, and the speaking skill questionnaire
includes (31) phrases. It was applied on a sample of (79) Chinese students who
were chosen randomly in all levels exist in Imam University, whether in the
institute of Arabic language education at Imam University or at Imam
university itself.

The main findings concluded by the study include: the majority of
linguistic difficulties related to the listening skill steps down with their
advancement in the educational level; the majority of linguistic difficulties
related to the speaking skill didn’t step down with their advancement in the
educational level; the major causes lead to the linguistic difficulties for the
Chinese students are the linguistic interference between the mother language
and the targeted language; as the Chinese language is a Sino-Tibetan language
which differs in its phonetics, structures and system from the Arabic language
which is a Semitic languages, as the speaking is a linguistic performance harder
than the listening which is a linguistic reception for the Chinese students

because of the difference of their mother tongue from the Arabic language.
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