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Abstract

Thesis title: Analysis of classroom discourse in Arabic language classes
as a second language in light of the hypothesis of linguistic interaction
Researcher: Galyah Mohammed Fayez Alshehri

Supervisor: Dr. Saleh Hamad Alsohaibani

University: Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University — Institute
of Arabic Language Teaching

Academic Year: 1440/1441H

Academic degree: Doctorate degree

Department Specialization: Department of Aoplied Linguistics

The aim of this study is to analyse the discourse in second language
(L2) classrooms considering the interaction hypothesis to determine the
types of linguistic interactions, then measure these interactions, whether the
interactions are between learners and teachers or learners themselves. The
research questions were, what are the forms of linguistic interactions of
discourse in Arabic L2 classrooms?’ and ‘what is the size of the linguistic
interaction of the classroom discourse in the Arabic language classes in each
of the following: (The form of linguistic discourse, the direction and pattern
of classroom discourse, the flow of discussion, and discontinuity of
discourse within each of these units of discourse). To achieve the aim of the
study, the researcher uses the descriptive analytical approach and analyses
the results quantitively (interaction analysis method) and qualitatively (the
deliberative analysis method). The research was applied to:

1. A sample of secondary school students (N=80) in Manarat Al Riyadh
International Schools in Riyadh city.

2. A sample of the teachers of Arabic language (N=3) in the secondary
stage who teach these students.

3. A sample of the lessons of Arabic language, consisting of (12)
lessons in the secondary stage.

The research tools were recordings, transcriptions and a form that
decode the linguistic interactions to accurately picture discourses in L2
Arabic classrooms in international schools. The researcher also uses number
of methods and statistical analysis tests to obtain the results which contain
frequencies and percentages. It was found that direction of discourse from
the teacher to the learner and between learners was high in the classroom
discourse of reading and speaking, and more in reading than speaking. The
interaction discourse in the classes of Arabic as L2 had a high degree



compared to the discourse: traditional, chaotic or authoritarian, and the focus
in speaking was on meaning, while the focus in reading was on form. There
were also normal and acceptable periods of silence in the classroom, which
gave the learners opportunity to think of the meaning and then continue the
linguistic interaction. Only in rare cases, learners completely stopped their
linguistic interaction. The study included some recommendations in the
reality of teaching Arabic as L2, including the need to train Arabic teachers
on ideal classroom discourse, and focus on the learners not on authoritarian
discourse, which deprives learners of opportunities for language interaction
.Moreover, it is necessary to make the direction of speech diverse in a way
that does not make the teacher is the main focus. It is also important not to
focus on form and grammar, and train teachers and learners to diversify the
forms of language interaction in their classroom discourse, such as:
comprehension tests, confirmation, clarification, questioning, repetition, and
expansions with the provision of language support necessary for learners.

Keywords: classroom discourse, language interaction hypothesis.
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