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Abstract

Evaluation of the placement test in Arabic Linguistics Institute at King Saud
University

Researcher: Nahlah Bander Banyan

Supervision: Professor Ibrahim Abu Haimed
Academic Degree:Ph.D dissertation
University:Imam Muhammad bin Saud University
Department and Major: Applied Linguistics.
Academic year: 1442/1443

The study aimed at investigating the degree of covering of the
placement test for the four skills and determining the criteria of placing the
learners into the language levels. In additions, it seeks to examine the
appropriateness of the exam to the language levels. The author used a
descriptive and analytical approach by using three research tools: tables and
documents of the placement test in the language center (1441), interviews,
and survey.

Results showed that the placement test contained varying proportions
of the language skills. It was also shown that some of the language skills
were evaluated indirectly or through another language skill. The study also
found that in more than average, the learner were classified by the aggregate
of their scores and in less the average, other learners were classified
according to different set of criteria. These criteria caused noted differences
in the learners’ levels of language within the same language classroom.
Furthermore, some learners are reevaluated at the beginning of the language
course which may indicate that the process of classifying the learners may
not correspond to the language levels. The study also showed that the
language teachers do not care about examining all of the language skills.
The test are often executed by administrative staff who are not often educated
about language teaching or learning.
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