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Linguistic Communication Strategies in Academic Discourse

Researcher: Eman Saad Mohammed Al-khowaiter

Abstract

This study aimed at determining the linguistic communication strategies used in the academic
discourse at Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University. Moreover, it sought to monitor the
linguistic communication mechanisms of the academic discourse used. It also attempted
identifying the extent to which these strategies and mechanisms, used in the academic discourse,
are related to the rank of the addresser and the addressee. To achieve the study’s objectives, the
researcher used the descriptive analytical approach; as the researcher described and analyzed the
communication strategies used in academic discourse in order to identify the mechanisms used in
each strategy and the extent to which each of them is related to the rank of the addresser and the
addressee. Therefore, study’s population consisted of the academic discourses which took place at
Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University and the study sample was a selection of written
discourses that are of an academic nature, based on the rank of the addresser and the addressee —
i.e. a student and a faculty member.

The results of the study indicated the following:

- Academic discourse strategies varied based on the relevant contexts; as the strategies used
in academic discourse varied according to their purpose.

- The tools and mechanisms used in academic discourses varied, as the analysis of academic
discourses revealed that each discourse strategy has various linguistic tools and
mechanisms.

- The academic discourse relied on solidarity strategy in order to enhance ethical dealings
with the addressee and to maintain politeness and good manners.

- The study concluded that the context in which the guiding strategy is usually used in
academic discourses is when the interactive context of the strategy aligns with the
addresser’s desire to help the addressee achieve some benefit.

- The study revealed that the objectives, for which the addresser opts for using the allusive
strategy in academic discourses, include the addresser’s keenness to be gentle in the

discourse and to be polite with the addressee.

v



The study also explained that the reason for employing the persuasion strategy in academic
discourses is to achieve persuasion, to influence the addressee, and to convince the
addressee of the goals which the addresser seeks to achieve.

All the academic discourses, included in the study sample, employed the solidarity
strategy; as the study revealed that the solidarity strategy is usually used in academic
discourse (when the addresser is of a higher rank than the addressee). Therefore, it is the
most used strategy in this study, as its usage percentage reached (VV,Y7), followed by the
persuasion strategy with a percentage of (1¢,Y7%), while the directive strategy ranked third
with a percentage of (V,)7%), and followed by the allusive strategy with a percentage of
(+»°7%), which was the least used strategy.

The allusive strategy is the least used strategy in academic discourse (when the addresser
is of a lower rank than the addressee) with usage percentage of (1,A%). The researcher
attributes this result to the nature of the academic discourse, which requires clarity and

brevity.

According to these results, the researcher made a number of recommendations, including:

Offering training courses to students to develop their skills in terms of writing speeches
and raising awareness about the importance of academic discourse.

Organizing and holding scientific meetings and conferences that address academic
discourse.

Conducting further research and studies that address academic discourse.
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