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Abstract

reading anxiety among female and male Arabic as a
second language learners

This study discusses reading anxiety among female and
male Arabic as a second language learners. Also, to measure the
extent of variation in the level of reading anxiety according to
gender. To achieve the two aims of the study, the researcher used
(Saito’s) questionnaire as a tool to collect data and information
after she medicated it to suit the level of Arabic language learners.
This study applied the descriptive approach (Survey
Methodology). The questionnaire was distributed to (303) male
and female learners studying at the second, third, and fourth
levels in the Arabic language institutes in Riyadh: Institute for
Teaching the Arabic Language at Imam Muhammad bin Saud
University (male and female students), The Institute for Teaching
the Arabic Language at King Saud University (male and female
students), and the Institute for Teaching the Arabic Language at

Princess Noura bint Abdulrahman University (female students).

After the statistical analysis of the data, the results of the
study revealed that the reading anxiety of female and male Arabic
as a second language learners is not high, as the highest degree of
agreement came that the more the learner practiced the language,
reading became easier, with a mathematical average of 4.28. The
results also indicated the sources of reading anxiety in Arabic,

v



which the most important of them are: the personal factors, the
reading text, and the type of the reading text. Besides, the study
did not find statistically significant differences between the
responses of the study sample individuals according to the gender

variable.

The researcher ends her study with some recommendations,
the most important of which are: the need to pay attention to the
factors that affect the learners while they are studying the second
language, providing the curriculum with illustrations, improving
the type of the text to facilitate reading for the leaners, and
considering the order of paragraphs difference in the learner’s
mother tongue than in the second language because that

contributes to enhancing reading anxiety.
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