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Study Abstract

This study aimed to uncover the latent hegemony of
classroom discourse in classes teaching Arabic as a second
language, by applying Fairclough’s theory of critical
discourse analysis. The analytical framework of the theory -
in its three dimensions - enabled the researcher to answer
the following main study question:
- What are the manifestations of hegemony in oral
classroom discourse prevalent in Arabic as a second
language classes in light of Fairclough’s theory of critical
discourse analysis?

Three important sub-questions emerged from the main
question:
1- What are the dominant interactional control features in
classroom discourse interactions in the classes of the study
participants?
2- What is the nature of the authoritarian discursive
practices prevalent in the classes of the study participants?
3- What is the interpretation of the use of interactional
control features and previous authoritarian discursive
practices in light of the analysis of social practice?

Achieving the goal of the current study and answering
its questions requires a methodological design that regulates
the procedures for collecting its data. Since it is a qualitative

study, the researcher employed two tools to collect data:



classroom recordings and classroom observation. The
researcher has attended for five female teachers teaching
Arabic as a second language for the advanced level (third
and fourth), and recorded their classroom interactions while
teaching three language skills: listening, reading, and
speaking (a skill for each level). The researcher also
employed classroom observation while recording the six
sessions. Qualitative data analysis went through four main
stages:  (organization and transcription, review and
codification, identification and classification, interpretation
and representation).

The critical discourse analysis tool was also used in the
data analysis stage. This analytical tool has a three-
dimensional analytical framework, which is: (the descriptive
dimension, the detailed dimension, and the interpretive
dimension). The textual analysis in the descriptive
dimension answered the study’s first sub-question and shed
light on the features of Interactive control prevailed in the
participants’ classrooms in the study. The results of the
analysis showed that teachers in the listening and reading
skills of the third and fourth levels strictly control four main
interactive parameters: in alternating speaking roles, in
defining topics for the learners, in building exchanges with
them, and in determining the interactive approach that

allows Evaluating their responses.



The analysis of discursive practice in the detailed
dimension answered the study’s second sub-question, and
shed light on the authoritarian discursive practices prevalent
in the participants’ classrooms in the study. The results of
the analysis showed that there have been authoritarian
discourse practices common among all the participating
female teachers, which were: the prominent role of the
teacher in producing her classroom speech, neglecting the
preparation of the learners before carrying out a task or
doing an activity, neglecting providing practical
reinforcement to the learners.

The analysis of social practice in the interpretive
dimension answered the study’s third sub-question after
taking into account the context of the previous two
dimensions (descriptive and detailed). It shed light on the
reasons for female teachers’ tendency to strictly control their
linguistic interactions and carry out previous authoritarian
discursive practices. It also attempted to monitor the effects

of this tendency and those practices.
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