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Abstract

The researcher noticed the spread of the phenomenon of code switching between
Arabic and English among girls, especially international school students. This led the
researcher to study it in order to identify the extent of its prevalence and the reasons for

resorting to it.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used the classroom
discourse analysis method. She began with using the observation tool for observing
spontaneous conversations between students in the classroom. She recorded and
analyzed these conversations, using the conversation analysis approach, to find out
female students’ natural linguistic behavior, which is full of forms of code switching
between Arabic and English, and to try to identify how and why it occurs. she relied on
two tools, which are audio recordings and interviews, to obtain and analyze a set of
qualitative data. The study sample was selected female students from in the three
educational levels at an international school: primary school, middle school, and high
school.

The study reached a number of results, the most important of which are the

following:

* The results of audio recordings confirmed the presence of the phenomenon of
code switching among international school students, in the three stages, especially in the
primary stage.

* The results showed that female students used the three forms of code switching,
i.e., vocabulary, short phrases, and long phrases, in varying proportions between the
three stages. Code switching in terms of vocabulary was the most prominent form of
switching among female students

» The results of the analysis of audio recordings revealed many reasons for
resorting to code switching, the most important of which being linguistic reasons, which
came ahead of the rest of the other reasons: lexical shortage, then currency, then the
emotional reasons, then the private reasons.

» The analysis of personal interviews, which is the second tool, revealed results
that are mostly consistent with the those of the analysis of recordings, the reasons for
using code switching being: linguistic reasons, emotional reasons, currency, and some
private reasons. In addition, there were two reasons that did not appear in the
recordings, i.e., social reasons and classroom reasons, which explained the results of the
analysis of the audio recordings.

The researcher recommends the following:

V. Re-studying the phenomenon of code switching in such international schools,
especially among female primary school students, using a different method,



such as case study, for example, and investigating the reasons that lead the
students to resort to code switching in their speech in a more precise and in-
depth manner.

Focusing on teaching Arabic, especially in international schools, by
increasing the hours devoted to teaching Arabic, using interesting educational
methods in its lessons, teachers enhancing the love for Arabic and pride in it
among students, and urging and encouraging its oral practice.
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