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Abstract

Title: Anxiety in Writing among Female Learners of Arabic as a Second
Language.

Researcher: Maha Hamoud Fahd Mureih

Supervisor: Dr. Ali bin Muhammad bin Yahya Al-Hakami

Degree: Master's

Department and Specialization: Applied Arabic Linguistics

University: Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University - Institute of
Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language. Academic Year: ) ¢£o Hijri

This study aimed to identify the causes of writing anxiety among female
students learning Arabic as a second language at King Saud University's
Arabic Linguistics Institute. A qualitative approach was used, involving semi-
structured interviews and stimulated recall with five students. Data were
analyzed using causal coding and reflective thematic analysis, supported by
MAXQDA software. To ensure reliability, the researcher provided detailed
procedural descriptions, used participant checking, and conducted peer
reviews.

The findings revealed linguistic and non-linguistic causes of writing
anxiety. Linguistically, challenges included grammatical and morphological
errors, such as verb-subject agreement, and issues with prepositions and
conjunctions. Spelling errors, particularly with Hamza and similar letters,
along with punctuation, were noted. Additional linguistic hurdles were a
limited vocabulary and difficulties in organizing thoughts and constructing
coherent texts.

Non-linguistic factors were largely influenced by the educational
environment, including insufficient guidance in teaching methods, lack of
constructive feedback, and fear of negative evaluation. Technical challenges
related to the specifications of required writing types, such as creative versus
functional writing, were also identified.
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The study highlighted the interplay between linguistic skills and
educational practices in contributing to writing anxiety and concluded with
recommendations for teaching strategies and future research directions.
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