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Effectiveness of an Electronic Program in Teaching Some Environmental
Concepts to Kindergarten Children With Hearing Disabilities In Saudi Arabia
Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Mohamed Hifnauy

Deanship of e-learning and distance education at the University of Taif

Dr. Isra Raafat Mohamed Ali Shihab

Department of Special Education, Faculty of Education, University of Taif

Abstract:

This research aimed at examining the effectiveness of an electronic program
designed by the researchers to attain some environmental concepts to
kindergarten children with hearing disabilities in Saudi Arabia by employing
methods based on the remaining and most effective senses and measuring its
efficiency the light of the traditional methods kindergarten teachers currently
use. To achieve the research objectives The research relied on the Descriptive
Analytical Method in the preparation of each of: the theoretical framework ,the
previous literature and the research tools, while it relied on the Experimental
Method for the application of research on a random sample of kindergarten
children with hearing disabilities in KSA.The research also used the
environmental concepts test which is appropriate to nature of a child with a
hearing disability and his disability. The statements of the test was accompanied
with in sign language to examine the effectiveness of the proposed electronic
program through the use of appropriate statistical methods and data analysis. The
results indicated that the proposed program was effective in the development of
environmental concepts of a kindergarten children with hearing disabilities
sample in Taif , Saudi Arabia.The research also recommended using electronic
programs in the development of other concepts for children with hearing

disabilities
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Job Satisfaction among Medical Social Workers in Makkah Province

Dr Abdul Aziz Abdullah Al-Buraithin
Department of Social Studies-Faculty of Arts
King Saud University

Abstract:

Job satisfaction is considered as an important aspect and vital element of the
professional practice of social work. Personal motivation is strongly associated
with performance and good quality of delivering social services by practitioners.
This research aims to measure job satisfaction among medical social workers in
Saudi hospitals in western Saudi Arabia. The study used an adapted scale that
has been designed specifically to measure job satisfaction via nine dimensions or
elements which are: psychological development, salary, responsibility,
supervision, remuneration and promotion, working conditions, job requirements,
social status, and administrative regulations. The study found that there is a
decline in the overall level of job satisfaction among social workers.

Keywords:

Job satisfaction, social workers, social work practice, medical field.
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have the lands and receive the subsidies but unfortunately they come to the
farm just to visit or take a look because the people who work these farms are all
foreigners who do not have enough experience in farming and that reflects the
continuity of the problem. People are still moving to the city, most of the
agricultural products are still imported, and villages have turned out to look almost
like cities. But, it may be anticipated that some of the young residents who study at
agricultural colleges in the country or outside will adopt some agricultural activities
as a job and direct them according to the scientific basis which would solve some of
the problems, especially the reliance on imported foodstuffs.

Second, in rural development in Saudi Arabia there are some of the same
problems and obstacles that hold up the development. One of the major constraints
on rural development is the human factor. The absence of young men from the rural
societies is holding the development back. The second constraint is the lack of
formal education among rural dwellers, meaning it is not possible to get a new
technology in the society because of the lack of education of the people.

The third constraint is that there is no communication between the developers
and others in different parts of the country. The fourth constraint is one of participa-
tion, there is no participation between the residents and project management and this
is very important to have successful development. Finally, people who are in
charge of the project are from outside the region and this makes the people inside
the region have a very negative attitude toward the development. (D. A. Katze, F. C.

de Beer, H. J. Swanepoel, T. J. Behnbridge 1987:30)
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Conclusion

The preceding pages have provided a brief background about the rural
community in Saudi Arabia in general and the southwest region in particular,
internal migration from region to region. Emphasis is placed on various categories
of internal migration within Saudi Arabia, rural to urban because of social change
that took place in the whole nation. The writer has sought to describe the impact
this movement has had on rural life and provide some general information about
governmental aids to prevent migration and improve agricultural production.
Throughout this paper, there has been particular consideration of the movement of
rural population in the southwest region to the cities inside or outside the region and
its impact on farming and other aspects of life in the rural community.

During the second half of this century, Saudi Arabia has witnessed vast
development in all aspects of life because of the discovery of oil. Agricultural
sectors have received great attention from the government in order to implement the
progress of agricultural development. The development of agriculture took over
two major objectives: one was to improve the agricultural production, and the
second one was to prevent the movement of rural population to the cities.
Concerning the southwest region, most of the farmers in the district received various
forms of assistance from the government to improve and increase the quantity and
quality of agricultural products. Yet, there are two principle inquiries that should be
raised.

First, has agricultural production really improved, and if that be so, to what
extent? Does rural population stop moving to the cities and adopt farming as an
occupation? The accurate answer to these questions and other related ones may be
obtained in a research project that should be conducted in the area in question. As I

have seen in some sections of the region, Saudi residents
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- the loss of the social ties in migrants from rural to urban areas put more pressure on

the people to leave the rural area and not think about coming back to their place of
origin.

Finally, we can say that the comparative evidence from return rural migration in
both South Korea and Southwest Saudi Arabia points to the conclusion that
migration improves the standards of living of the migrants. Rural migration is
associated with opportunities and results in some forms of structural differentiation

and development.
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up with the urban areas. In Southwest Saudi Arabia, the government tries to
encourage the people who have the abilities to work in their own culture through
providing the farmers (or people in the urban societies who have an interest in
farming) more substantial credit facilities such as farm loans (Goldscheider
1984:291-292).

A key difference between return migrants in Southwest Saudi Arabia and
return migrants in South Korea is the education factor. In South Korea, many
people move from rural areas to the city to obtain an education. Those who return
to their place of origin have a higher level of education than those who remain in the
city. Return migrants use their urban educational attainments as means of obtaining
good jobs in their place of origin. In contrast, formal education does not have a
major place on the agendas of rural-urban migrants in Southwest Saudi Arabia. In
Southwest Saudi Arabia, people who return to their place of origin have the lowest
educational levels. These people who have the higher educational levels will not
come back to their own place of origin except for visits. Therefore, education is
positively associated with return migration in South Korea but it is unrelated to
return migration in Southwest Saudi Arabia. These contrasting relationships
between education and migration in rural South Korea and Saudi Arabia are not
general factors. So we can say that the education of South Korean rural migrants is
associated with differentiation and modernization. But the absence of educational
differentiation in Southwestern Saudi Arabia rural migration is less tied to processes
of social and economic development associated with education. (Goldscheider
1984:292,299).

In South Korea, the social ties stimulated migrants in urban places to consider
returning home; ties in rural places of origin conveyed information and provided

networks to facilitate the return of former residents. In Southwestern Saudi Arabia,
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perhaps because this kind of migration is not organized by the government as in Sri
Lanka. The second difference is the rural areas of destination in Sri Lanka have
become more modern than the areas of rural origin. But in Southwest Saudi Arabia
both rural areas are in a similar condition, because this kind of migration is very rare
in Saudi Arabian society and rural societies in Saudi Arabia are like small cities.
(Goldschneider 1984:242,298,299)

Urban to Rural Re-Migration in South Korea

Most of the people who come back to the villages of South Korea have done
materially well in the city. They come back adapted to city ways. Here we have to
ask ourselves this question, how does the urban experience influence those returning
to rural areas. In our comparison between Southwest Saudi Arabia and South
Korea, it is very important to know that, in South Korea the evidence clearly
indicates that rural return migrants are not negatively selected; they are not failures
in the city returning to their place of origin. Rural return migrants are better
educated than in-migrants who remain in the urban area. Return migrants had jobs
that were less tied to urban occupational networks. They are more likely to work
for themselves. Return migrants have more links to their place of origin, less ties to
their place of destination, and are more likely to move back to their rural origins
after having attained their education and income goals in the city. They move back
to the areas of origin not because of the family tie obligations, or enforcement from
the government. They moved to improve the economic life in their rural areas, and
to pave the way for more educated urban-skilled people to come in and participate
in the development of their home areas.

Return migrants to rural areas in South Korea fit in with government policies to
ease the gap between the rural and the urban and to help to create new opportunities

for the rural areas to catch
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in day-to-day agricultural and household tasks in both societies. The economic
impact on both societies is that villages in West Java and Southwest Saudi Arabia
have become economically dependent on the urban centers. (Pryor, 1979:204-210)

In summary, migration in both cultures, West Java and Southwest Saudi Arabia
is based on two reasons, the economic and the educational. Both the overall
Javanese and Southwest Saudi Arabian cultures have had the same impact on the
village, except in Southwest Saudi Arabia where the increase in the divorce rate due
to the separation of the husband and wife is not as clearcut a result of the social
changes that have taken place.

Rural-to-Rural Migration in Sri Lanka

Rural-to-rural migrants are likely to improve their farming situation by coming
to own and cultivate more of their lands as a result of the move to the new rural
area. In Sri Lanka, moving to other rural areas is very important because the move
is organized by the government. But in Southwest Saudi Arabia it has rarely
happened. The potential, however, is there, for resettlements in rural areas as the
government irrigation projects are completed. The major consequences of rural-
rural migration are the changes in the organization of agriculture. In both societies,
one feature of the migration to the new rural areas, and the resultant change in the
mode of agricultural production, is the changing levels of social and economic
differentiation. One of the key similarities between rural-rural in both societies (Sri
Lanka and Southwestern Saudi Arabia) is that ties between family and community
have become less integrated in the rural area of destination. There are a number of
differences between the two societies.

In Sri Lanka, the growing differentiation and increased commercialization
make it easy for the people to see the economic activity of the migrants particularly

in the production. In Southwest Saudi Arabia this factor is not visible in the society,
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and go to the cities. These movements brought some negative impact on the quality
of life in the small villages such as the lack of able-bodied men who can provide the
necessary labor in the villages. In my opinion, there are several kinds of migration
in the southwest of Saudi Arabia, rural to urban, rural to rural, and return migration
to rural society. In this part of the research, I will derive some comparative study
from areas that have environmental factors in common with Saudi Arabia. The
focus will be on Indonesia as a rural-urban migration, Sri Lanka as a rural-rural
migration, and finally South Korea as a return migration.

The Nature of the Rural-to-Urban Migration in West Java

Migration from rural to urban is the normal one, and it is visible in each country
in the world. In West Java in Indonesia people are moving from small villages to
the larger cities looking for a better jobs and to improve their economic status.
Modernization and the expansion of the economic development attracted the village
people in West Java to leave the rural villages and come to the cities. In Southwest
Saudi Arabia, the same thing has happened. Here we have to ask one question,
what are the social and the economic impacts on the villages in West Java and in
Southwest Saudi Arabia. In both societies, "village social organizations have been
based on the strength of the family unit and a body of traditional relationships
among the people. The major impact in both societies is the lack of able-bodied
men because most of the immigrants are the young people. It was clear especially
during the off-season for agriculture. The absence of the large number of able-
bodied young men would affect the movement of leadership in the village, and it
would affect the economic and social activities." In West Java the absence of the
husband, or the impact of separation of husbands from wives and children raises the
rate of divorce, but it is not that clear in Southwestern Saudi Arabia. Other effects

of the absence of economically active males, is participation of women and children
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automobiles and consumer electronics are rapidly becoming as well known in the
USA and throughout the Third World as those famous Japanese names such as
Honda and Mitsubishi. South Korean self-determination was upheld during the
United Nations action of 1950-33, in which a North Korean (Peoples Republic of
Korea) invasion was repelled by forces consisting primarily of American troops
under American commanders. Other countries such as Britain, and Turkey, which
sent a very decorated contingent, also helped in the U.S. effort in South Korea.
Ever since 1953, a state of war has existed between South and North Korea, an
armed truce. The predominant religious faith of the Korean people is based on the
predominant Chinese Confucian tradition, and the written language of the Koreans
is derived from Chinese characters. Korea is a peninsula off the Chinese mainland,
and during the modern era was under Japanese colonial domination.

Rural-Urban Migration in the Third World Generally

Rural population movements are very noticeable features of Third World
countries. Third World countries are considered as less developed and many will
remain so for the next several decades. Migration is among the many processes
changing the rural areas to urban places, others are moving from one rural area to
another. Sometimes, the move is permanent; sometimes it is not. Some movement
is based on the decision of individuals and their families in response to social and
economic opportunities. (Findlay 1987:29)

In the first part of this research we have discussed the migration from rural
communities in Saudi Arabia, especially in the Southwest part. The reason for this
kind of movement is because of the economic development that took place in the
larger cities of the country. Consequently, most of the young people in the
southwest district started moving to the cities for a better job. Another reason is the

hard condition in rural, and nomadic areas, which influences the people to move out
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development. In order to achieve this goal, the Saudi Arabia Agricultural Bank
provided loans for:

e  Seced, fertilizer, labor, and other production inputs.

e  Transporting, marketing and processing of agricultural products.

e Agricultural machinery and irrigation equipment.

e  Purchasing and developing of agricultural land. (Second Development

Plan, 1975-80, p. 136).

Comparative Perspective on Rural Migration and Development

This section seeks to discuss the nature of Third World to urban migration in
general, and then proceed to the specific examples West Java (rural-urban
migration), Sri Lanka (rural-rural migration), and South Korea (return migration).
West Java is part of the nation of Indonesia, a far-flung archipelago under Dutch
rule during the Colonial era, a foreign occupation lasting until shortly after the
Second World War (1939-45). Java is the most populous part of Indonesia, and one
of the most densely populated parts of the world. The religious faith of most
Javanese, as well as most Indonesians in general, is Islam.

Sri Lanka, formerly known as Ceylon during the years of British rule, the same
that endured until shortly after the Second World War, is an island immediately
south of the Indian subcontinent. The religious faith of the Sri Lankans is split
between followers of a local variety of Buddhism and Hinduism (the Tamil
minority).

South Korea, formally, the Republic of Korea, is part of the fast developing
Pacific Rim, and is hot on the heels of the Japanese economic colossus. It can
almost be said that whenever the Japanese established a market share in the USA,
for example petroleum-carrying tankers, automobiles, consumer electronics, etc.,

the South Koreans sought to provide the goods at an even lower price. Hyundai
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that follow the emirate of Mecca administratively but actually are part of the south-
western regions.

In 1974 almost 1,440,000 people, 21 percent of the total population, inhabited
the southwest region. It consisted of about 9,425 villages and cities. Fifty-seven
percent of its population is rural area, 25 percent is Bedouin, and the rest are urban
(Saudi Arabia, the 1974 Census). The southwestern district was certainly the only
example of an agricultural region in the country. The reasons for that is the
availability of many valleys and also the rainfall as the direct irrigation in most of
the area. Yet, the agricultural activities are no longer became the source of living in
most of this region because of the national development and tremendous social and

economic changes as a result of the discovery of oil.
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which are scattered in most of the southwest district, and in part of the western and
eastern districts of the country.

In my point of view, the rural area in Saudi Arabia (and what I mean by rural is
the people who settled and farmed the land or raised animals) can naturally be
divided into two categories. The first one is the people who live in a village and
cultivate the agricultural lands surrounding the village. This type of rural
community is very common in the southwestern part of Saudi Arabia, and also in
the western and eastern provinces. The second type is similar to those the United
States which consisting of one farm with the house in the middle. This type is less
available than the previous one. Fifteen to 20 years ago, people who engaged in
such farming used wells for irrigation and exclusively planted vegetables for
marketing.

Methodology:

The research is a documentary study. The researcher decided to use three
techniques for collection information. These techniques were ( 1) historical
documents and records, ( 2 ) personal experience of the region, and ( 3) natural
observation.

Main question of this research was: why people are moving from rural to
urban areas?

A brief background about the movement of rural population in the
southwestern region in Saudi Arabia, its motivation and its impact on farming and
the lifestyle in the village. Also, the purpose is to give general facts about the
government aids to promote and develop the agricultural activities in the country.
The southwestern regions of Saudi Arabia comprises four administrative units

called emirates--Jazan, Asir, Al-Baha and Najran. Also, there are two other areas
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Introduction

Migration from rural areas to urban areas is a very common and perpetual
phenomenon in the whole world. The incentive behind any kind of migration is
principally, secking a better life. One of the major problems attributed to such a
movement is the overpopulated citics. On the other side of the problem is the
decline of the mean of agricultural production( Cincott & Engelman 2000a,2000b,).

Rural-to-urban is not the only type of migration in any society. Other kinds of
population movements are rarely discussed in the demographic literature. Most of
the developing countries in the world have witnessed a rapid movement from rural
to urban areas where availability of the process of social changes is more available
such as more job opportunities, higher wages, better facilities and better lifestyles
(Wood 1994, Borrini-Reyerabend 1997, Bilsborrow 2002,Istanto 2011,Hunnes
2012). The problems of internal migration are unquestionably obvious whether
with regard to the migrants themselves or the urban areas to which they migrated.
Elaboration for such problems is not the focus of this study, but I should mention
one of the important problems in terms of internal migration which is the decrease
of opportunity of social and economic change in rural areas.

Saudi Arabia as one of the world developing countries, which has been known
as a clear instance of experiencing both internal and international migration.
Concerning international migration to Saudi Arabia, there is a large and extensive
literature about this topic by many authors, reporters, and scholars from all over the
world. But, what is really needed is a study regarding the migration from rural to
urban in Saudi Arabia. One might say, there are different kinds of studies about the
migration of Bedouins to urban areas. In this case, I would like to explain that the
Saudi Arabian society cannot be divided into only two groups: Bedouins and

Metropolitan. Bedouins are the majority, but there are also rural communities
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