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The Theory of Appearance (dzahir) and Mystery (baTin)
in Sufism and its Relation to the Phenomena of

Concealment and Ambiguity
Study of Origin, Concepts, Causes and Results
Dr. Badr bin Nasser M Al-Awad
Department of Doctrine and Contemporary Sects
Qassim University

Abstract:

This study deals with the theory of the “dzahir” appearance and “baTin” in
Sufism, which is considered one of the most significant and most dangerous
theories on which Sufism ontological structure is based. We have found that the
path that prepared for the emergence of this theory was the retreats they secluded
themselves in, to stay away from the splendor and hustle of life. Later, internal
and external factors contributed to the formulation of their ideas as a complete
philosophical theory.

Their gratification in the heart precepts and their strong belief in them, made
them lead ascetic life and abstain from Sharia law. Fearing the denial of scholars
of their beliefs and the hostility of common people, they resorted to several
tactics such as promoting the division of religion to “Shari‘a” and “truth”,
“dzahir” and “baTin”, and claimed that there is no contradiction between them at
all, although reality is totally different.

The adoption of this theory led to two strange phenomena, concealment, and
ambiguity. The sufis never cease recommending the concealment of their
knowledge and revelations from those who do not belong to their group (way). If
they need to speak, they stay away from lucidity and soften their words with
ambiguities to the extent that coded language has become a feature of their
writings. Their language verges on the mysterious to engulf their confessions.

Although they present a range of justifications in explaining these two
phenomena, the real reason behind them lies in their awareness of the explicit
clash of their beliefs with Islamic law (Shari’a), and their fear that they may face
the shari’a strict sword, the same way Al- Hallaj did when he explicitly declared
(pantheism).

The researcher suggests that declaring "pantheism" is the greatest secret that
sufis insist on not revealing. The paper shows evidence of the invalidity of this
ominous theory, and concludes with mentioning the dire implications of adopting it.

Keywords: sufism, pantheism, shari’a law, religious mysticism.
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Takfiri Groups: Their Origination and Intellectual Roots
A Critical Doctrine Study

Dr. Kamal Abdelaal Tammam Abdelaal
Assistant Professor

College of Sharia and Islamic Studies

In Al-Ahsa

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

Takfiri groups have become a real threat to our society, because they strike
the community in its essence and power by attracting the youth, leading them
astray, luring them to laws of misconduct, and causing them to follow the road to
the abyss of Takfir and misguidance. How did these groups arise? And what are
the historical roots from which Takfiri groups emerged? What are their most
important intellectual origins? And what is the relationship between the
Khawarij (non-conforming dissidents) of yesterday and the Khawarij today?

The current research aims to:

1) Discover the roots of Takfiri groups, their evolution, their origination, and
their spread among the youth.

2. Explore the intellectual foundations adopted by these deviant groups,
indicating their gross violations of the traditional Muslim way.

3. Warn against the dangers of these groups, and their negative effects on
society in general, and on the youth in particular.

The research has reached a number of findings, the most important of which
are: the danger of Takfiri groups, and the misguided thought they spread
negatively influencing the individual, society, and the unity and security of the
nation.

Keywords: youth, Takfiri groups, Takfiri ideology
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The Grand Aya of Astray Faith
The Author of Hamamet Al-Bushra (Pigeon of Good Promise)
By Ahmed bin Ismael Al—Barzakhi (died 1332H)

Editing and Investigation*

Dr. Abdulmalek bin Marshoud Al-Oteibi
Department of Islamic Studies

College of Education

King Saud University

Abstract:

One of the books which undertook the task of answering the stray ideas of
Ahmed Al-Qadiani is by a leading Shafei scholar, a landmark of Hijaz region
and a prominent Sheikh of Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah.

In essence, this book was originally a rebuttal of a treatise sent by Al-
Qadiani to the People of Makkah, in which he explained his situation and
pointed out his doctrine. The well-Known scholar, Ahmed lbn Ismael Al-
Barzakhi (died 1332 H, 1914AD- some give a different date), was asked about
Al-Qadiani. The people of Malabar and its surroundings requested him to answer
the heresies of Al Qadiani, revealing his suspicions, denying his falsehood, and
exposing his lies. Imam Ahmad responded without delay or hesitation by writing
this magnificent well-edited treatise as an accurate answer.

The treatise contained seven topics and a conclusion. It explicates Allah'
saying in the Quran “O Jesus, indeed I will take you” and Allah’ saying, “Indeed,
we have killed the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary”, showing the possibility that
Jesus' body and soul may have been ascended to Heavens, and his dispensing of
food and beverages. The treatise mentions information about the coming of Al-
Masih ad-Dajjal (the false prophet), his description, life and temptation, in
addition to what is relevant to the descent of Jesus, and his killing of al-Masih
ad-Dajjal, his period of stay in the earth, and his death. Al-Barzakhi refuted the
falsehood propagated and adhered to by Al Qadiani who disguised his doctrine
with flowery claims. Al-Barzakhi cites some of his suspicious claims of Al-
Qadiani and answers them.

The treatise was concluded by demonstrating Al-Barzakhi’s judgement and
realizing its potential. In view of the benefits, subtleties and editorial revisions of
this treatise, the book deserves to be released from manuscript form, after having
been authenticated and edited, so as to appear in the world of print.

Keywords: Al-Barzakhi treatise, Al-Qadiani, Qadiani sect

*This is a research project that was supported by a grant from the research
center for the college of education, Deanship of Academic Research at king Saud
University.
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Differences among Narrators in the Hadith of Abu Hurayrah
on the Sea:
Study of the Method and Flaws of Narration

Dr. Tariq Awodah Alawodah

Associate Professor

Department of Prophetic Sunnah

College of fundamentals of religion

Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University
Abstract:

The current research aims to highlight the differences among the narrators of
an important Hadith which accounts for half the rulings on cleanliness in Islam.
It also aims to collect its scattered versions, authenticate them and study their
chain of narration and flawness, and discuss the narrators who found flaws which
led them to doubt this Hadith. The study will illustrate the distinctive place of
Hadith of the Sea among scholars, showing its foundations and principles in
shari’a. It will also illustrate the prominent status of famous Sunnah anthologies
such as the grand nine books, which contain the correct preserved versions of the
majority of Hadiths, whereas disputed faulty ones are assigned to other books.

This hadith gives a practical example showing that Imam Al-Bukhari did not
commit himself to collecting all the correct Hadiths in his book, and that what he
left out is more than what he included. In some cases he gave his judgement
concerning correctness; additionally, he examined the social situation of the
narrators and scholars whose hadiths he authenticated, while, when studying
small-corpus narrators, he gathered circumstantial evidence to establish their
social situation. The current work has identified an important rule for weighing
Hadith in case of difference: when a number of trusted memorizers dispute a
given narration from the maSdar (source), then it is possible that the disturbance
originates in the maSdar itself, since this was not preserved, and the narrators
reported what they had heard.

The paper recommends that special attention is paid to the grand universal
Hadiths described as the foundation of Islam, and that significance should be
given to the study of difference in hadith narration, which makes an important
part of the foundation of the study of faulty hadith.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad Hadith - The sea hadith, flawness,
difference cleanliness.
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The Prophet’s Ihtisab “Seeking Allah’s Blessings”:
Ranks, Degrees and Rewards

Dr. Mahmoud bin Abdulhadi Desouki Al-Ezawy
Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

All praise is due to Allah, and Allah's Peace and Blessings be upon His Final
Messenger. Seeking Allah’s Blessings, or seeking the reward from Allah, in the
Age of prophet Muhammad did not have one way to be applied, because the
prophet "peace be upon him" applied his ‘ihtisab for Allah blessings to those
who committed vices and sins. Furthermore, seeking Allah only has important
rankings, degrees and rewards which should be highlighted and clarified. The
ranks of changing vices fall in degrees, have characteristics which should be
applied to reap their fruits. This is what we will explore in the current study.

The rationale for the current study is seen in the following:

It is important to know that the seeker of ihtisab, its jurisprudence, and the
fact that it does not fall in one grade, especially in our times when understanding
ihtisab has been muddled up.

We need to take Prophet Muhammad’s acts as a model to follow in seeking
Allah’s blessings, which can be achieved only by highlighting the Prophet’s
examples and extracting what is to be learned from them.

There is a need to collect what is related to the understanding of the
prophet’s seeking for Allah’s blessings from the prophet’s biographies and
Sunnah literature in one volume.

The current study aims at the following: first getting acquainted with the
aspect of the Prophet’s life which relates to the ranks, grades and fruit of seeking
Allah’s blessings. The second aim is to clarify the Prophet’s seeking of Allah’s
blessings in changing vices, illustrating that he did not follow one grade or one
case but a number of ranks and degrees.

Keywords: ihtisab (seeking Allah’s blessings), Prophet Muhammad
biography, Prophet Muhammad’s model. Ranks and degrees of ihtisab.
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