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Abstract

Study title: "Patterns of Emphasis on Form and Meaning in Classrooms of
Teaching Arabic as a Second Language - A Study in Classroom Oral
Discourse".

Researcher: Emad Ibn Abdo Ibrahim. Supervisor: a. Dr.. Saleh Ibn Nasser
Al-Shuwairekh.

Academic degree: Ph.D. University: Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University - Institute of Arabic Language Teaching.

Section: Applied Linguistics. Academic year: 1443 AH - 1444 AH

The present study aimed to explore the use of Focus-on-Form and
Focus-on-Meaning among learners of Arabic as a Second Language (ASL)
during the oral classroom discourse in Saudi Arabia.

The study relied on two approaches to discourse analysis, namely:
conversation analysis and content analysis. 87 ASL students and four
teachers at the Arabic Language Institute at King Abdulaziz University are
the participants of the study. Ten hours of lessons are the data that were
collected from Eight different classrooms. The study used to analyze data:
audio recordings, transcription of records, and a coding form the findings
reveal that;

1. In all lessons, ASL skills were taught with a very limited focus on Form
teaching.

2. All ASL lessons that focused on form including grammar, morphology, and
phonetics had no focus on Meaning.

3. In all Focus-on-Form lessons, metalinguistic feedback was the most common
type of feedback that was utilized by ASL teachers.

4.In both methods (Focus-on-Form and Focus-on-Meaning), the oral
explanation was the most common way that ASL teachers used to clarify
information for their students.

5. Two common ways of the Focus-on-Form method were used by ASL teachers
throughout their Focus-on-Meaning teaching style including explaining
vocabulary from semantic and lexical perspectives, and metalinguistic feedback.
6. In all lessons, ASL teachers tend to correct pronunciation and reading errors
explicitly.

7. In all lessons, ASL teachers are accustomed to avoid using any of the
communicative approaches that mainly focus on meaning, such as content-based
instruction and task-based language teaching.
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