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Abstract

This study defines the different levels of anxiety among female
learners of Arabic as a second language and measured the variation in
their anxiety level based on their academic level. Horwitz’s questionnaire
(Horwitz, 1986) was employed with some alterations to suit the academic
level of the learners. The study applied the descriptive approach;
guestionnaires were given to ( 201) female learners studying in the
second, third, and fourth levels in the Institute for Teaching Arabic to

Non-Arabic Speakers at Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University.

After statistically analyzing the data, the most significant results
were as follows.Female Arabic learners’ anxiety in the Institute was not
high, as the highest agreement with the anxiety clauses was on the
negative assessment anxiety clause (I feel anxious when the teacher asks
me abouth things that I am not prepared for) by 71%. The level of anxiety
was varied among female learners according to their academic level. This
was apparent as the learners in the third and fourth levels reported less
anxiety than those in the second level. It thus appeared that the higher the
academic level, the less anxiety was found among female learners. Other
sources of anxiety included learners’ oral skills (listening and speaking)
and the diglossia characteristic of Arabic. The study concludes that the

Institute needs to be more aware of the sources of learning anxiety among



students, to seek to resolve resulting problems, and to alert social workers
and academic advisors to take into account learners’ feelings, especially in

the beginning levels.
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