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Abstract

Study’s Title: Attitudes of Arab female students in international schools in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia towards Arabic and English.

Researcher’s Name: Zohour bint Abdullah Al-Shehri.
Supervisor: Prof. Khaled bin Suleiman Al-Qawsi.
Degree: Masters.

University: Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University - Arabic
Language Teaching Institute for Non-Arabic Speakers.

Department: Applied Linguistics.  Academic year:1444 AH.

This study aimed to identify the linguistic attitudes of Arab female
students in international schools towards the Arabic language and the
English language. Also, it aimed to identify the relationship of using English
as a primary language of education in international schools in shaping these
attitudes. To achieve the study’s aims, The researcher used the descriptive
analytical approach, which is an approach based on describing the studied
phenomenon in an accurate description, then analysing it according to what
is included in the study tools and obtaining results that contribute to
understanding the reality. The sample consisted of (164) Arab female
students in the third year of secondary school in three international schools
in Riyadh during the academic year 1442 AH-1443 AH. The researcher used
the closed questionnaire in the form of Likert scale as a tool for the study,
which she designed concerning different resources and verified its validity
and reliability using several appropriate quantitative methods.

The results of the questionnaire were the following:

1- the attitudes of the Arab female students towards the Arabic language
were generally extremely positive, as their responses on all the axes got an
arithmetic mean of (3.57). However, there is a kind of difference in their
axes. The cognitive attitudes of Arab female students in international schools
towards the Arabic language were largely positive, as their responses to the
statements of this axis got an arithmetic average of (4.19) and ranked first in
approval. While their emotional attitudes were inconsistent, combined with
positive and negative, their responses to the statements of this axis got an
arithmetic mean of (3.32), and ranked second in approval. As for their
behavioural attitudes, they were inconsistent, varying between positive,
negative, and neutral. Their responses to the statements of this axis got an
arithmetic mean of (3.18) and ranked third in approval.

2- the general attitudes of Arab female students in international schools
towards the English language were moderately positive, as their responses
on all axes got an arithmetic mean of (3.31). It is characterised by positivity,



harmony, and coordination in all axis. The behavioural attitudes of Arab
female students in international schools towards the English language were
largely positive, as their responses to the statements of this axis got an
arithmetic average of (3.42), and they ranked first in approval. While their
cognitive attitudes were moderately positive, their responses to this axis
statements got an arithmetic mean of (3.35), ranked second in approval.
Their emotional attitudes were moderately positive, as their responses to the
expressions of this axis got an arithmetic mean of (3.15) and ranked third in
approval.

3- using English as a primary language of education has a moderate degree
in forming attitudes towards the Arabic language.

4- using English as a primary language of education has a significant
relationship in forming attitudes towards the English language, as their
responses to the statements of this axis got an arithmetic mean of (3.77).
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