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ABSTRACT

TITLE: Placement Test for Non-Native Speaker Studying Arabic language at Imam
Mohammad University “Evaluation Study”

Researcher: Asmaa bint Mohamed bin Abdullah Al Fahid.
Major: Applied linguistics | Academic Degree: PhD
Academic Year: 1443 AH -2022 AD | Major: Applied linguistics
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Ahmed bin Mohammed Babiker.

Imam Mohammad ibn Saud Islamic University (IMSIU) - Arabic Language
Education Institution

This study aims to define the criteria for the placement test for Non-Native Speaker (NNS)
studying the Arabic language at Imam Mohammad University and determine the
availability of these criteria in the test. The study also aims to explore the perceptions of
both teachers and students regarding the placement test.

The researcher adopted the descriptive analytical method to address certain issues
related to the research subject. Three tools were prepared to collect data for this study
in order to achieve its objectives. These tools include an evaluation form created by the
researcher to identify the criteria of the placement test, as well as two questionnaires—
one to assess teachers' perceptions of the placement test and another to assess students’
perceptions.

After collecting and statistically processing the data, as well as discussing and
interpreting the findings, the study arrived at the following main conclusions:

1. Preparing a placement test in the Arabic language for NNS, based on criteria that
determine students' different educational levels, assists test administrators in
accurately assessing students' educational levels.

2. Certain language skills and elements cannot be measured as questions cannot be
formulated to assess them. This indicates a deficiency in the test's validity,
quality, and objectivity.

3. The testing process, whether oral or written, lacks standardization and has not
been previously studied, and its validity and reliability have not been verified.

4. The test does not solely determine or measure students' educational levels
because their performance in the test is influenced by multiple factors that need
to be considered in this field.

5. The placement test should assess the four language skills required for all
students and should not be limited to specific skills or predefined criteria.
Instead, it should be based on standardized language proficiency criteria.

6. Officials responsible for the testing process should design the tests according to
the specified form and content outlined in the test sheet

7. All the criteria for the placement test were rated as "Eligible" or "Fairly Eligible,"
except for the criteria related to evaluating the vocabulary element, the sounds
element, and test correction, which were rated as "Ineligible."



8. There is a significant agreement between the perceptions of both teachers and
students regarding the placement test.

9. All teachers in the study sample agreed that there is variation in the levels of
students within the same academic year.

10. 48% of the study sample students, specifically twenty-three students, admitted
intentionally providing incorrect answers in order to be classified at a lower
level.

11. Understanding students' perceptions is crucial in making appropriate decisions
about test design, implementation, and administration.

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher has made the following
recommendations:

1. Utilize the list of criteria and indicators obtained from the current study to
develop a placement test that determines the educational level of NNS studying the Arabic
language.

2. Establish specialized laboratories equipped with the necessary tools to conduct
listening tests.

3. Develop standardized oral tests specifically designed for assessing conversation
skills.

4. Create a practical guide that outlines the required specifications for placement
tests administered to NNS international students at Arabic Language Learning
Institutions.

5. Organize training courses for NNS students at Arabic Language Learning
Institutions to enhance their skills in designing placement tests according to appropriate
quality standards.

6. Incorporate digital formats for the Arabic language placement test alongside
traditional paper-based formats, considering the widespread use of digital technology.

7. There is an urgent need to standardize Arabic language education levels and
establish criteria for general proficiency in the Arabic language through a placement test.
This is due to the increasing demand of NNS students to join Arabic educational
institutions and the global spread of the Arabic language. Additionally, the codification of
the placement test should reflect the advancements in applied linguistics and
standardized testing.

8.Those in charge of designing and preparing the placement test shall consider the
previous perceptions of teachers and students upon test construction or upon modifying
and developing it.

KEYWORDS:
Test - Placement Test - Perceptions - Language Teacher - Language Student- Non-
Native Speaker .
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