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Abstract

This study defines the attitudes of female learners of Arabic as
a second language towards learning it and measured the variation based on
their linguistic level. The researcher used Gardner’s questionnaire (AMTDB)
(Gardner,1985) was employed with some alterations to suit the study
sample. The researcher applied the descriptive (survey) approach,
questionnaires were given to (22) female learners studying in the second,
third, and fourth levels in the institute for teaching Arabic to Non-Arabic

speakers at princess Nourah Bint Abdulrahman University.

After statistically analyzing the data, the most significant results were
as follows: The attitudes of female learners in the behavioral component
were more consistent as their desire to communicate with female native
speakers, followed by the cognitive component, and finally, the affective
component. There was no difterence in attitudes among female learners in
second, third and fourth levels in the aftective and behavioral components
while the female learners of fourth level were more positive in cognitive
component than learners of second level, whenever the linguistic level
advanced, and language proficiency increased, positive attitudes rose

towards learning Arabic as a second language.

Therefore, the institute should take advantage of the results to
prepare programs that help to develop the process of communication
among female learners and female native speakers and concern for the
cognitive component, especially (the religious aspect), because of its great

impact in shaping positive attitudes.
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