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Study Summary

This study examined the rhetorical structures used by males
and females on Twitter. It attempted determining the
linguistic differences in the speech males and females post
on Twitter in order to identify the structures widely used
by both genders, the differences between those structures,

and the impact of social media language on such use.

The study is spatially confined within the wvirtual spatial
boundaries of the social network “Twitter’. It is also

temporally limited to a specific period of time, namely the

duration between 2008 and 2012.

Conducting this study, the researcher adopted the
descriptive approach using one of the most important
methods of this approach, the content analysis method.

Study sample consists of 116,992y tweets; (79,130y tweets




of which were posted by males, while (37,862) of them

were posted by females.

These tweets represent their values, attitudes, views and
opinions. However, all the tweets which were retweeted
or contained Quranic verses, Hadiths, poetry lines, or

scholars’ sayings were excluded.

Data collection of the tweets was conducted according to
the following steps:

1. Only Saudi tweeters were selected from the database
during the time duration of the study.

2. The researcher classified the tweets in two categories:
male’s tweets and female’s tweets depending on
twitter name of the tweeters, the personal
information of each account, and small sample of the

tweets.




3. The tweets were processed and prepared for
linguistic analysis.

4. A linguist statistical form was developed for each type
of the rhetorical structures so that each form would
include all the linguistic characteristics distinctive of
each type.

5. The Tweets were automatically classified using this
form.

6. The final results of the automatic classification were

reviewed by humans to ensure that they are accurate.

The results of the study demonstrated that language and sex
factors in social media affect each other in the same way
they do in natural contexts. The study also found that the
virtual interactions have the same linguistic characteristics
distinctive of each sex in natural language use, including,
for example, frequent use of swearing and dispraise

expressions by males in comparison to females. On the




other hand, females’ virtual speech is characterized by
frequent use of supplications and conforming to politeness
rules. However, the use of internet was reflected on both
sexes virtual language in terms of use of shapes and
emoticons; repetition of certain characters, question mark
and exclamation mark; use of some English words in the
tweets; in addition to using hashtags which allow the
tweeters to express their views so as to be read and

interacted with by everyone else.

This study supports the difterences theory which state that
the differences between men’s and women’s speech can be
referred to the psychological and the social factors
surrounding the two sexes. This is most prominent in
women's adherence to politeness rules in their speech since
it was noticed that women tend to use fewer commands. In
addition, women may express their rejection to certain

behaviors in indirect way using the form of a question.




These patterns aftirm females’ natural tendency to interact
and communicate and maintain their social relationships. In
contrast, men have a tendency towards independence.
Also, men’s social positions have evident influences on
their speech, therefore, it was noticed that men have
tendency to express their views directly and to impose
them. Thus, they often use dispraise and swearing
expressions in addition to use of direct commands in their

communication with others.




Sl gl g

dedal! il s

\ daddn
° do¥ Jadl
1 dogod!
1 12l g oyl & 50 5
A D¢ g2 M B
A 105k Sl
0 IR INTY
K s Loyt AU e
" ¢ L)yt Aol
AR TN IV
'Y DAl ylll 3 gl
'Y ti) ylll Oloella s
AR s ALY ol
¥ g wd) Sl 1 Y
YA D LN Ol il LG
Yy DALY ol yldl e LI Ayt OV
Y¢ (sl by ;5\35\ Jad!
Yo oy a5 Codd
Yo o Ly Clalsd
Yo :(The deficit theory) ;=ai & b =y f
Y4 :(The dominance theory) iu.d 4 b : Lt
Y : (The difference theory) wésksy1 & s W6




doedal! O s
YA tpizld &g all) ailad-!
Yo Ay ) jailad oY
Yo ;& sl jailad)
vy :ols Al dlad! jailad|
Ve gl )y S A il
vV gl b ailad (LG
vy 2y o) dnd A8 g (6 gt & LU
¢ 18 A ailas W6
¢ (gl Ol s g0 s
£) S 3,553,
¢y i) e 8 audlg dablally foud)
X 1S AU e gy Ay g e ) S
£0o Dl g 3L Gy sl g dal)
oy LY cIL W Codd)
o¢ @l sLaah CILad
ot S [REPV|
o¢ ) Gy
0 :,ozﬂ\ c,o
ot DY) e
o¢ D o sl
o1 :gsé"'“ Ry y2
on igsé-d‘ &
o1 Dot gl




doedal! O s
oV ol ) o skl
oV plgdeadl iy
oV :plgdza) O 9o
oA plgizal ¢ 1
oA : plededl glos
o9 r g o sk
o9 :&,:J\ Ry y2
N retudl & shd
"o sl Cay
"o rsldl (glae
Yy ol Sy pdoudt U gl
1y 2\ SN g pdoudl ame
"y : pdoed) O gl b
"y 1ol S O ghul HUI
n |y o Al © sl
Wy (el y o Al 52
"¢ sl O ghol
"¢ rslodd) ane
"¢ el doo
“o G ¢ slasyl I
"o g ol gl
"o g bl Bl
“e Loy eay Aoeke HLT




dodoall L s
" scoad) O ghal
™ o) iy
" sl &
A% s omad) CJlud
v D pdll O gl
%% )y g2
v oo [JUIPEY
v ) g
v DMl el 1 il
A el (e
1A sl o had
A el I iy
A (g A o g
"4 ol A s
14 fer A gl
Ve Sl Joo) gl adl g g &y ) AR I o)
Ve & gl g Ly 2l dall)
v T
VY i ) ) 8 Lada)l Ol e Ol g
VY :Machine Translation i3 i
vy :Automatic Summarization 3! el
vy : Text Classification e sadl Ciiua
V¢ : Sentement Analysis 5,3 Sl slal) S

R




dodal) ol s

v o ) g & ) dall)
v s
V4 Sl ool gl 8B g iy ol 2l
va (g
Ao L Sloar ¥l ol gl a8l o il
A : (Facebook) 2 s b

A :(YouTube) < 5!

AN (Twitter) x5
AY il e Slear¥l Jool @ @bl g il
AS ) dst ylt Ol ) I fad)
AS ol yl) o 1 J 5N Lo
QY Wyl Jayl g g u).d\a;,;;gw\ Cond!
Q¢ o) yld) Ol ghas 1 EIE) Conl
Q¢ 431 931 g Aol ) A a3 1Y 4
q4 1015y UL ok Ol glas 1L
Yoo Lgeidla g il 2 5 o) 1 Jeadll
Yoo APINESNETR WERUN 1R NP (RO
\YY ) s ) el
A Ae) ! il dale 2Bl
R'A ALl Ol yl) iy sl yldl 0 il & L
YAY W SRR S WY1
YAY sl ylll il pasehe 1 J g Co
VAV i) g &y o) Sl ) W) Cod)

'Y




ddall Sl g

ARE e Ay yolall
'4. :@ﬂ\w\qg\}\
Yo Ay A€ dally 8‘11‘
Yot Jglddt e g
Yeo Ao g p g N 0 08
YR Jebod) Ol oSS soke
Y9 Sl gl o pgd

\v




