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Abstract

Code Switching between English and Arabic in Oral
Communication among KSAU-HS Students.

This paper sought to study the phenomenon of code switching among
the students of healthcare faculties of King Saud bin Abdulaziz
University for Health Sciences (KSAU-HS), namely Faculty of Medicine,
Faculty of Dentistry, Faculty of Pharmacology and Faculty of Nursing.
The present paper aims to identify reasons, contexts, forms and functions
of switching to the second language by the paper sample. An analytical
descriptive approach has been adopted to reach to and analyse
quantitative and qualitative results. To answer questions raised, the
researcher opted for using two tools: (I) A questionnaire that was
distributed to 100 students; (I1) Recording of twenty-nine spontaneous
conversations. The researcher reached to a set of conclusions. The most
significant reasons for switching to the second language by students
include: (1) Switching to the second language by discussants; (2)
Expressing a specific feeling; (3) Confirmation of belonging to a certain
specialization; the formal context is the most common context used by
students in relation to code switching. The other contexts of code
switching include social interaction, linguistics and situation. The
frequently used means of code switching are vocabulary and short
sentences. The major functions achieved through code-switching are:
complimenting the speaker, shortening long sentences, dialogue,
emphasizing on idea, expression and illustration.

Keywords: Code-Switching, Code-Mixing, Bilingualism and Oral
Communication
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