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Thesis’s Abstract

Thesis title: (The Cultural content in books of teaching Arabic as a second
language: Silsilat Al-Lisan case study)

This study aims to analyze the cultural content in The Mother Tongue Book
Series (4 levels/8 books) and its adequacy. To achieve this, the researcher
designed a content analysis tool based on the analytical descriptive approach
with an inspiration from previous research, and confirmed its validity and
consistency. Then the researcher developed a questionnaire from the
designed Content Analysis Tool to survey the students of the Arabic
Language Teaching Institute at Princess Noura Bint Abdulrahman
University in Riyadh to understand the students’ interests in different fields
of the culture.

The researcher conducted a statistical analysis of the data collected by the
content analysis tool and the student’s survey. The following results were
reached:

1. The analyzed book series coveres all the different parts of cultural
content that was part of the cultural behavior dimension in the tool
whereas eight parts of the cultural topics dimension were not covered

2. The most frequently mentioned topics in the analyzed series were
(Language Cultural Signs: Language Level) in the cultural behavior
dimension and (General Cultural Topics) in the cultural topics
dimension. Whereas the least frequently mentioned topics where in
the (Pragmatic Functions) in the cultural behavior dimension and
(Remedying common stereotypes around Arabas and Muslims) in the
cultural topics dimension.

3. The content of the different fields within the cultural behavior
dimension is found to be almost equally distributed between the
series’ books except for the Pragmatic Functions field which is found
to be disproportionally distributed between the series books.
Similarly, the content of the different fields within the cultural topics
dimension is found to be almost equally distributed between the series
books or the percentage is directly/inversely proportional to book level
except for politics, economics and health fields, which are found to be
unevenly distributed.

4. Survey students were found to be very interested in all fields within
the cultural behavior dimension and the cultural topics dimension
except for Politics, Economics and General Cultural Topics within
cultural topics dimension which were of medium interest to the
students.

5. In the end of this study, the researcher suggested adding some of the
missing or rarely mentioned important cultural content.
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