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Abstract of Study

Title of Study: Linguistic landscape of restaurant banners in Riyadh: a social linguistic study
Researcher: Ghaidaa Khalid Ibraheem Albulaihid

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Ibraheem Bin Abdulaziz Abu Haimid

Academic Degree: M.A.

University: Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University — Arabic Teaching Institute
Department & Specialization: Applied Linguistics

Academic Year: 1445 AH.— A.D. 2023

Research Abstract:

The research aimed to recognize the language that is used in restaurant banners in Riyadh, what is
the linguistic landscape of restaurant banners in Riyadh, and what are the most prominent linguistic
characteristics manifested in the linguistic landscape of restaurant banners in Riyadh. The study
adopted the descriptive approach and used the tools of (photographing and observation), and
(Excel) in order to collect the data lists of the study that comprised (200) banners. Results indicated
that the most prominent characteristic in the linguistic landscape of restaurant banners in Riyadh
was bilinguality, as the percentage of bilingual banners was (60.5%) of the sample banners,
followed by monolingual banners with a percentage (37.5%), whereas the characteristic that was
somewhat rare was multilingualism, as it constituted (2%) of the sample. Results indicated a
prominent use of English language along with Arabic language in those banners, and that the
bilingual banners which were written in both Arabic and English languages constituted more than a
half of the sample, where there was a common use of Arabic language in the monolingual
landscape, and the banners that were written in English language were (29) banners only. Results
indicated the apparent use of Arabic language when writing restaurant banners in English. The
results concluded that the presence of Arabic language dominated the linguistic landscape in the

field of restaurant banners following the rules and laws of the Act of Ministry of trade.
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