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Abstract

The study aimed to understand the linguistic attitudes of the families from Rijal Alma'a living in

Riyadh towards their dialect. To achieve this, the researcher used the case study method, which is

one of the qualitative methods that deals with phenomena in-depth and comprehensively. The

sample in this study was purposeful, consisting of a Saudi family from the Rijal Alma'a area residing

in Riyadh with 7 members. The study was conducted in the year 1444 AH, and the researcher used

interviews to collect data. The tool was designed by referring to several sources. The interviews

were transcribed, and the researcher used the MAXQDA program to analyze the results. To ensure

the accuracy of the results, two external mediators were used to review the data and verify it.

The study yielded several important results:

The emergence of a unique linguistic pattern within these families’ homes, formed by the
family's influence from their environment, belonging, and beliefs. This pattern contributed
to creating a small identity that strengthened the family bonds and kept them connected
with the host society.

The family's positive attitude towards the Rijal Alma'a dialect, demonstrated by their
affection, pride, and eagerness to listen to its stories and proverbs from the older
generation. They also show a keen interestin promoting the dialect, despite not being able
to speak it themselves. The move away from using the dialect can be attributed to several
social factors: the family's geographical separation from their relatives and the Rijal Alma'a
region, intermarriage with people outside their community, and various personal motives
such as concealing their identity, bridging the cultural gap with the host Najdi society, and
avoiding embarrassment in using their native dialect among the Najdis. Furthermore, this
linguistic shift was also driven by rhetorical reasons, including an organic change that
comes with constant interaction and communication.

The study proved that media, relationships, school, religious and social beliefs play a
significant role in shaping an individual's and a group's linguistic attitudes.

The study demonstrated a difference in linguistic attitudes between men and women.

The researcher suggests a detailed examination of language patterns within families
that have relocated from rural areas to urban centers. Additionally, they propose
investigating how media and social influences shape both individual and collective

attitudes towards dialects.
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