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Washback of Language Test on Teaching and Learning
Arabic as a Second Language

A Ph. D. dissertation
Submitted by
Fahd bin Saud Al Hussain
Abstract

High-stake tests, whether achievement or competence tests,
strongly influence the whole context of language teaching and
learning, a phenomenon that came to be known as test washback.
That's why it was necessary to study the extent and direction of
washback effects of language tests on the context of teaching and
learning Arabic as a second language in the Institute for Teaching
Arabic of Imam University in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
researcher used the descriptive research method; developed three
tools: two questionnaires for investigating the extent and direction
of the language test washback from the viewpoints of both
teachers and learners and an observation form; and applied them
to a sample consisting of (38) teachers and (111) learners of the
third and fourth educational levels of the above institute, and to
classroom observation (18 sessions). Results showed that
language test washback was present in the medium level from the
viewpoints of both teachers and learners and in classroom
practices. It was also found that washback effects were mainly
negative, that's affecting curriculum, content, material, teaching
methods, learning methods and evaluation practices negatively.
Washback effects were found to be statistically significant
between teachers and learners in favor of the latter in both content
and evaluation practices, and insignificant in both teaching and
learning methods. In light of the study results, the researcher
presented a number of recommendations and further research.



Keywords: Test Washback, Language Tests, Teaching and
Learning Arabic as a Second Language, the Institute for Teaching
and Learning Arabic as a Second Language
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