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Abstract

Title: Washback Effect of General Aptitude Test (Verbal Section) on
Learning and Teaching in Saudi Arabia

Researcher: Mohammed B. Alanazy

Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Babaker

Academic Degree: Ph.D.
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Department and specialization: Department of Applied Linguistics

Academic year: 1439 — 1440 H

Washback or backwash is a term refers to the influence of testing on
teaching and learning (Alderson & Wall, 1993). It is widely argued that
testing, particularly high-stakes testing, has a powerful influence and this
influence can be positive or negative. Positive washback occurs when
teaching the curriculum becomes the same as teaching to the test
whereases negative washback occurs when there 1s a mismatch between
the stated goals of instruction and the focus of assessment (McKinley &
Thompson, 2018). This study examines the impact of a national High-
Stakes Test called General Aptitude Test (GAT), a test measures analytical
and deductive skills and testing high school students’ general learning
ability) on teaching and learning in Saudi Arabia. It specifically focuses on
the verbal section in the GAT and how it effects on teachers and learners
in some of Saudi high schools. A questionnaire and semi-structured
interview were used to collect data from 35 Arabic language teachers and
548 high school students. The results of the study showed that a) teachers
have positive attitudes towards the test, b) the test had negative impact of
the teaching methodology and classroom activities where teachers did not
change in their teaching methods or use test-related activities to help
students achieve better in the test, c¢) students had negative attitudes
towards the test as they think that the test is not important, d) the test had
negative impact on students’ learning style and the activities where they
study for the test using previous exam papers. Recommendations and
suggestions were presented were for future research.
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