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Research Topic: The Mehri’s Linguistic Attitudes in Saudi Arabia
towards Mehri and Arabic Languages

PhD candidate: Khalid Abdullah Alsogeer
Supervisor: Dr. Salih Hamad Al suhaibani

The present study is very important for a number of reasons. It is, among
other things, the first study of its kind that deals with the Mehri people’s
attitudes towards Mehri and Arabic. Besides, it examines linguistic
attitudes and sheds some light on linguistic interaction in society, which
gives rise to language choice, language shift or language maintenance.

Main Research Objectives

(1) To find out about the linguistic attitudes of the Mehri people, young
and old, towards Mehri and Arabic, as well as those who speak them; (2)
to find out about their preferred language of instruction; (3) to identify the
role of education in improving Mehri children’s Arabic proficiency, and
(4) to find out about the future of the Mehri Language in Riyadh and in the
Gulf countries. For the purposes of this study, the word ‘children’ refers to
primary and intermediate school students, while the word ‘adults’ refers to
married parents with school-age children.

Methodology

The researcher adopted the classical ethnographic research methods of
interviewing and observation for his primary data collection and sought the
assistance of MAXQDA-12, the well-known qualitative data analysis
software. The respondents were appropriately selected for the study and
consisted of nineteen Mehri children and twenty-two adults. The
observation

Research Findings



The Mehri respondents, both adults and children, have very positive
attitudes towards the Mehri language as well as those who speak it. The
adults among them have a positive attitude towards Arabic but an
opportunistic attitude towards those who speak it. As for the children
among them, they have a positive attitude towards Arabic but to a lesser
degree compared to that they hold towards Mehri. They also have a positive
attitude towards Arabic language speakers. As opposed to adults, they
prefer Mehri as the language of instruction. Education plays a major role
in enhancing children’s Arabic. Adults have a good command of Mehri, as
opposed to children. More often than not, children have a good command
of Arabic, as opposed to adults, which may be an indication of a language
shift from Mebhri in the long run.

Key Recommendations

The researcher recommends that the Ministry of Education, as well as all
its departments in both male and female sections, should devote their
attention to young Mehri people, set up illiteracy eradication programmes
for both adult males and females among them, and integrate this linguistic
minority into the larger Saudi Arabian society to everyone’s benefit.
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